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NA R R. TIO: N 
the \¢ Opinions and. Practifes of he a 


Churches lately ere@ed in he 


N. evv-England, © 


Vi ain thofe Godly and Orihodexal ‘ 


Churches, fi fons-morethen an hundred j imputa~ — sie 
~ tions fathered onthemend 1 cheir Church way, 
: by. the faid w. Ran his Booke. 
| F > Wherein 1s plainely proved, 
Ase bye the grounds of his Narration dre fangie and aticene: 
. That thé maner of bishandlingitsanloving and irregular. ? 
, Dhar the mattir of it, ful of gtofle miftakes & divers contradictions, 


. Thar the quotations extremely wrelled, aud our of meafure abufed. 
. That his TE Soap motes impertinent tandin jurious, 
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POODMES Fore Wasa law in Uracll, that if any wian Dewta aah 
(icy ee) . did bring an ill name upon a Virgin of 
! move Mraell, the matter was to come before the 
yl Vere) Elders, and hee was to bee chaftifed , and. 
tee tes amerced an buudred [hekells of filver. he 
eis one, W.R. (if thou knowe/? the man )that hath . 


f 


ot. Ther 
: brought many. ill reports, not upon ore Virgin, but all the 
oO 
do fomuch as bring bim forth ta Anf) wer this law. Tell him, 
wee purpofe to try an A€tion with bim, and have fatis actin 
on from bim. And if hee faith, bee hath not ratfed the/e re- 
parts bimfelfe, but had them from. others : Then tell him 
~ again from us that cannot [atisfie,for we have learned from 
divine and humane lawes, that ifany bee taken reporting 
of flaunders ( as wee [all abundantly [hew hee hath donesn 
bis Narrative) he may be charged as the raifer of them oe 
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big. x light as will owne thews, Buit if be will not, or cannot ; wee 

+ flay them atbiv ob: done. ls fraiche fever re. 

ES || ports in bis booke bronght again/t us and our wayes, we ex 

E|| pet tberute of Moles andche Ayo-file Paulthatint'e 

a | == mouth of two or threewitneffes and not under every matter 
ah fhould be eftablifhed to produce Barrow, Browne,Robin- 

H 6 fon, &c. for Authors ; (for they were dead before New- 


was 


a a England (burches were borne, jor H.W.1.P.and Fknow - 
So te | ; 


Sl | aot hat private letcers lying by him inhis fludy.4 for 
Wee know not thetr voyce,) nor let him fay,ic was told me; 
|| (as be often doth )for wee prote/t again(t fuch teftimony, wor. - 
‘|| was informedlo, &c. for fama eft mendax and preju= 
dice hardly fpeakes well of any, Tell bim Wee willd poe to a=. 
| ged Paul(bee was ag00d Divine jto bee our Vmpire to de- 
{| —__ terminewhat witneffe we muft bave in a cafe of faccufati- 
| on,and te his. verdiét wee will fand, whichis fee downe - 
S| oplainely 1 Tim. 5. 19. cee | GE OR ES 
S|. Three things more let me fay to the reader, and I have 
1 || done, = : pete, Se ae 
|| 0S Wonder not, this Anfwer ftaid fo long, for it had 
4 || certainly taken bis narrative by the beele but that fome fpe~ 
|| etal providence (whofe diftratted lines ) intercepted; the 
a truth is, I thought it fhould neede no other Anfwer then it 
|| felfe; untill Iperceivedfome ill effects of it. e 
2: But why doe I undertake this worke? Anfwer 
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|. The-Bpiftletothe Reade f° 
ye Tain one of the nearetkinfinen ‘to'thofe Churches of 
any other man in thefe parts, and therefore I take my felfe 
bound tothe name of my Brethren tina rightenis Way)” 
and (not les it die) through mynegle. 2.Few or none’. 
are bere, have bad'more experience of New-England =~ 
‘Church courfes then my felfe,sbrough many yeares contina~ : 
‘ance with them, and°to wham Tai returning when God 
makes way: and am therefore ableto/peake on certainty, 
and with confcience where W. R. departs from the truth 
in his relations. 3: Ihave beene preffed by: word of mouth, = 
andsfandry letters to doeit , therefore fT fhould bold my 1 
peace when lam called-to jpeake, and{ce fo'many innocent 
Churches fuffer, 1 fbould not lift up my face to God; nor my 
Brethren there.God knowes my /pirit, bow exceeding 
loath Iwas to controvert with a Brother, (though but a de- 
“fendant ) and to uncover bis nakedneffe, but when Godcalls 
Tam bound with Mofes,(when he faw the Ebrew did wrong. is 
to his Brother) tofay, why {miteft thou thy fellow ¢ **°!?-)8 
3. Touching the anfwer itfelfe, fome things Iwould fay, Ss 
al thinkeit notmeete to: anfwer alll could, ner toe- 
very particular, efpeciallyin his Marginall: extravagances, 
that wouldbe too tedious - For our principall paffages being . 
anjwered unto, the refi will fall of themfelvess. 2. Nor to 
anfwer any thing in bis booke, fo oft-ashee repeates it’, for 
divers things are fetched over by him,fome three, fome foure 
feverall times , what his reafons are, bimfelfe can beft give 
| accounts 
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ee SS Bs E 2 th em ath’ yon 
: g. : ‘ * 
. The Epifle to the Reader: 
: on Bi ie d3 a) S(O | “Baa Fe it cea toe 


accaunt,.30Neithenisit pafsiblefor mestoinfoer the fay: 


of Church flories.as Inever heard of, ) becaufe I know nei 
_ ther whothey are wor what their owne-words are,ér if I did, 
_ Wereit inateriall. 4, Thou feeft 1 have a three fold worke 
toanfwer:, this Articles 52 bis quotations: 3 bis Margene, 
All which Ihave indeavored faithfully as iaGods prefence. 
to-do... what overfight or infirmity hath paffed my penne 
therein, I crave thy pardon, for we are weake men and (God 
Knowes ).ta0 apt to forget ourselves in greatenthings.then 
thefe,..5 What here write, is-onely from any felfe, Gf any 
weakeneffe appeare ) impute it not I pray theetothe cafe in 
band, or,our Churches indgements there, bit tomy owne 
frailty rather) 6.Nor is tnmy-feope to difcuffe the points 
of Difcipline, (that worke is in abler hands)but F lookeup> 
on bis booke, as.an biftoricall narration, and accordingly 1 
frame my anfwers7s Lbough he brings-not the words of any 
oof bis Authors cited (which had been fairer and might bave 
Kept. him: inclofer bonds). yet L have done it for bim, efpeci- 
ally inthe lajt, fixe.or eight ( hapters;sthat you may twdge 
whether: -beeath.dealt fairely with them or.no. §. When 
L recite. We Ru biswords.in his narration, you will fee 
SL have deale-candidly with oii, either whentioning his-v cry 
‘words. 0 fo many. of thems. a§ containe their full rength, 
wheretomy anfwertends, gv. When at any time, -in'my 
anfrner, d fay, fach andrticle, or Juch a claufe is wacrue, 
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ings of bis private letters dying by bim, (uch, ground 
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he 


to, Se HSV His, 
Perks w fhe ee to 


| C 
| 


i —_— 


vas) Be opps Ah inle Laan: ae os 


or is salle 91 am not willing to impute the falfit ity there- 
of to the Authors knowledge, c I would judge otherwife of — 
him then fo, ) -but to the. thing 1 it tfelfe. a afferteds » which ) may 
be done through his mifi aformation,or miftake: I will fay no 


more. but commit thy {pirit to the wife guidance.of the Fa- 
- th erof lights, i in Chrift iifas leade thee 2, te ban 
into all éruth. and ore hs 


‘Thine T. a 
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Ti rhe rr ae i Fake F; ‘fire's view of fome Kabbicubig? in bw. Re. ae 
his Narration; As theyare made to appeare in bis B onRe % = 
| By the Page, wipe deeDe yee feeiane att bp Sve } 


Votre Relations. '(Palfified gdotstiohs. & 
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carry a face of conttadi -opound them to. 

y ; 

+ ght review : in his owne. words, fenfe, 2 nd Ree ai: iat ao 

Bs SF BSS ey PAs e Thus aaa em be ¢: oh ts at 

WSs Sacraments ate i Cbs Adminiftred | to 0 the Members of the’ oe 
verhat only. > Vt Narration p. 95. Art.s.& yidep 38,.Art.4, 
fThar The Chur chet dosand maysmautualiy pee each with other in the Sas. 
ee  oramentss ak Pp. 37.Att 24. pero.Art.7 


: Sea ‘They conceive fore to bee true “Chiiftians, whether they be i in Church 
: That ) .cftate or no. 5 nit aia Pe 3iz6 “Arr #3 
: Whofoever becomes not 4 {etled mentber ofa Church they account him 

: wicked, prophane, and a prac perfon, p29. ALLE. pit 2, “Arte EBs 


They may,and doe conflitute new Chuiches without che content of the 
Chriftian State. p. 20, laft line,p 49. Art, 2,8 latter end of the Marg, 


ie t Before they doe enter into Church eftate,notice is frft given thereofto + 


~the Magiftrate or the Chriftian State: p. 24. Are. 4. “And (bya law 
of the State’) none can enter without fuch knowledge given to the 
Magiftrate. ait. Pe2t. Art. 25 
(they may, and doe fet up new : Chukchesi in the midft ate againtt the 
That § mind of the Churches, _p. 49. Act, 2. and latterend of Margene, 
Notice‘is given thereof:to the ncighbouring Churchess) that: ftich as 
: pleafe may be prefente, aes | “Pe 2x. Att, 4 
C The Church-C€oyenante is that, abet all che Members of the Stic 
ar , ety are united to Chrift. » pa a2. Art, :: 
in “ Many are within the Church-covenant,that are fot within the Covenant 
of iaeey ‘ana fonot unitedto Chrift. “ve - oT  poag, Are, 33 


The Chinstes of New-England are of one mH ES. oo a in Difeis 
pline without any materiall difference, “p. IsArt.1. 
ue < They are not of the fame sway bat fometimes of 2. sont waies, fome~ 
times of 3.feverall waies at once,andthat i in-wery material poiats.p. 
10 Art, g. P. 16. Art, 8, op? 13; Art3 géandé P. 7. Art: t 3s/3 


: 


But} we is New-Englend goe difezene’ wales, (o ie connediftions. come from eur 
felves, not from him. Anfw No, for We are all of the fame way, aud differ notin 
any material potnr, as him(elfe plainely faith. chap:a. ‘Art.1. 2 His Narration 
fpeakes what the Churchés iti New-England doe generally, ¢ as Title. p. 1. Now 
it is impoflible that they can-generally goe two ‘wayes at once, 

“But ow writers fay fo} and hee fpeakes according tothem. Anfw. Then] let 


é; hint make this. appeare ( and shat will bee b hard to ste ) gs! his a Apher 


Speake the felfe { ame a ue SA Se fs 
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eAn. Anfwer toNV. R. bis Narration of 
the Opinions and Pradifes of the Churches 
Pies lately erected in New- England. , 


: 


: , An Anfwer to the PRBEAC eae 


spetes T would grieve a tender heatt to heare this 
ACME man call God and bis Confcience to witnelfe 
ogee Dow highly he bonours and loves thofethat are in 
Church waies, and by and by toaffaule with: 
horrible untruths, and bitter inve&ives the 
Churches of New-€xgland, (whom God 
a “eee hath beer pleafed to honour in the hearts.of 
(80 OP em thoufands of his pretious Saints.) whichone 
would thinke hardly credible, that any that goeth under the notion: 
of honefty, much leffe of godlinefle; fhould venture to doe. 
He blames the Brethren of the Independent way, ( ashe {tiles them ) 
that were and ave in London, for breaking afolemne agreement; to produce 
A narrative of their Dottrine-and prattife, And yes did not, yea wosld not. 
performs: it, | } 
1. Some.o 


without exception» ”. 
2, What wasdone 


fo Fe Hle 
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Jaws 


H|: State; for a good {pace together) mig 
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m An anfwerto W.R. bis Narration of the — 
| 
| 
| 


4. Ifthey did not this, fo foohe as lice would ‘have had thems, Jet 
himknow, the extreame diltra@tions of thefe times , and the pub 
lique fervice of fome of thefe brechten ( who were imployed by the 


a ae 


he joftly hinder greater things 4 
then this. Now: fee what little caufe the Narratourhadtocaftfuch = 
a blot onthe names of his Honored Brethren (as hecallesthem.) 

Hee faith, Afany were drawne afide, thew C hurches and Ministry * 
lighted, negletted , deferted, — yea contumeliowfly ana: {corncfully re~ 
proached at eAntichriftian, Babylonifh, falle and Null, crc. | | 

1 Such conrernptuous fpeeches, SZ reptoachfull carriages caft upon a 
~ our Brethren of the Charches here, neither are, or ever were ailow-_ 

- edby us: yea our owne examples, practifings, ‘writings doe, and 

(wehope ) ever fhall beare-witneile again{t fuch loote and lavith 

{pirits and pra@tifes: And cat any mau then jufiy impute them. 

untous? May wenotfay with the Plalmilt, [fbbe foandarions be caft 

downe, what hath the innocent done? = | 

2. They are not alone in thefe reproches,our felves alfo are fellow- a 

fufferers withthem herein, from divers Se€taries now in London, 

whofe ufuall cones & dialects thefe words (he mentions) ate,&c not ~ 
the voyce of Independents. ‘a ogeeee Lads 

That fome of our way (contrary to our prom: fe and Pattions) have tmpe- 
toufly both in. Pulpit and Preffelabouredta promote the popular governe- | 
msut; & to make all men difrelifs and abominate the Presbyterian way, << on 
- Adadcomplaine iftrue; Buc to fhew how fatte from this {oi- 

‘givand practife we have beene, confides firlt, how loath wee were to: 
appeare inthe cafe, who, though we had bookes of this fubdjeét rea- 

dy for the preffe, yer by joynt content fuppreffed them: (hap.y to the 

steat dettimentiof our caufe) for that wee were unwilling toblowa — 

fRRg OB &, oe ee 

2, When we did appeate in Pulpit or Pretle, whether tt was with-— 

~ ow inftigation orno, and how {pating wee have beene, ever fince, 

(untill fome late forced replycs) and how inoffenfive in our catria-. 

sesand pteachings. we leave to all sodly to judge. 

3, Inftance (but) in the Holland Brethrens Apologies; wast Ja: 
petdounfly done, wasit a MOCK NARRATIVE; A MBERE GVE L2(as 
thismat moft abufively ftyles it) wasac notrather ful of Peaceable- 
nelfe, modefty anad.candor, and feafonablyneedefall? as that Reverend: 
marafiimed mPrinty 6 8026 - ca% DMG QOH II 1GC SIE 

4. Doth not W.R. know that about this time of spromifesand) 
Paétions, ota while after our Brethren, of the Presbytestan-way did 
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| Church courfes of Navv-Exct AND. © : 
| -writea Letterinto Scotland with many of theit hands to it, telling 
the Minifters chere they:did approve of their Governement, and 
would joyne in the furtherance of it. Now for him tobinde cur 
hands, and feale’ up our mouthes, and then underhand at the fame 
- tite co tore-deterniine the mateer, and‘bee ineaged irsthac way be- 
fore any folemne difpat & ahd ver roacculeus for breaking Pati- 
ons. {cemes neither rationall ior faire. ‘Other things Fthall fpeake 
to the Preface afterwatds in’ an{wer to: the booke: Onely this; 
he will make the Reader beleeve,(to foreftall him) rat there are fome 
.  feeming coniradittions in' one Tehets.o apparent repagnaaces tothe letteriof 
‘Scripture or light of common fezfoo-Bat what reall contradictions are 
“in his Natrativesand mabileft repugnanees in his Animadvetfions,to 
.  ”Seripture tules, light of reafon, and common fenfe ‘too; (by the 
helpe ot God) | thallmake to‘appeate, bit w itty-a {ad heare (1 mutt 
tell him) that fich things fhoula-be wrirten by aBrother whom: we 
Be have fo much eftecmncd'and reverenced’ bur feeing nowit isdone 
Gather thenfo many pretious Saints and Churches’ fhould fuffer 
wrongfully) Lam forcedto uncover. If others be rightly informed 


and himfelte conviriced§Lhave myends.« 5 9 


Te the Narration in cenerall, 


She faith, hee had laid by the thoughts of it a good while, 
through many difcouragements. So (1 conceive) it he had caft 
chem by for ever,& made the place of conception their grave, hehad 
dealt better for the truth afd himfelfe. Bar heis very angry for want 
of Natratives. One he muft have, and one he will have, beit right 
| or wrong, and if neither New- England nox Holland Brethren bee 
worth a Nattative,let him come, he will frame one hinifelfe. And 
this fhall be no Mock NARRATIVE, NO MEBRE GVLL » as the 
Holland Brethren produced, but a more {oiid thing : New what 
it is. will appeare it we weigh three things. ” | 
That the grounds on which hee duiids it, ate fandie and infuffi- 
cient. * ; 
| "The manner of his proceedings unloving andirregular. 
Gate The matter of ic, 1. Full of stofle miftakes, contratieties to the 
truth, and contradiétions toiit felfe. 2. bis quotations abufedrex- 
tremely, and wrefted. 3: His Marginal nores, very {candalousand 
“offenfive And according to this method ;we will proceede,and an- 
dertaketo make all thefe ae good inouranfwer. © a f 
: 2 or 
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_ You would thinke that the grounds on, which all his. worke is 
_. founded, and all New-Eng/and Churches taxed shad neede bee found, 
_€ven, adequate, or elfe hee will not prove himfelfe a wife builder. 
— ‘But-they are thefe three, 1, Ovr owne printed Bookes. 2, Private 
— detters, 3. Other goodimelligences,. (as himfelfe faith in his Title.) 
For the printed bookes which he quotes, they are the writings of 
‘fome godly andlearned men there: Buc chat thefe be rightly concei- 
ved, know 1. Thefe bookes( five in number ) are not written from 
all the Elders, two of them but fromone only ; Another from. 
fome few; none of them from all. 2. Not written to the Chur- 
ches here, as a Platforme of our practife, but fent as an anfwer 
-to fome one or more Brethren in England that defited fatisfa@ion. 
tofome quarecs of their owne( whereof w. R. himfelfe was one, ) 
3.Nor intended by them for the prefle,much leffe to be madea ftan- 
dard to prove our Churches opinions and waies by, but publifhed by 
fome well-minded here, without pC aepowiicces » yea againft 
the mindes of fome of them. Yet if he h@@ kept clofeto thefe 1n his. 
natration, he had faved his credit, and my paines, but ¢ you fhall {ee) 
he hath {0 abufed and wrefted them(]I dare fay in wel-neere an hun- 
died places ) that his affertions are, not their fayingsand words, but 
his owne, andthey wiilleave himto quit himfelfc as well as he can ;. 
For as Scripture it felfe (che rule of all things abufed is no Scripture, 
fo the writings of men petverted are no moretheirs. This. we fhall- 
make plentifully appeare.. ~ i. 
Sundry private letters lying by bim,( as hee faith ) feat from New- 
England ; (bt names only two letters of theit names) are another 
ground of his ftory.. And whatfoever..any one of thefe writs, 
(though never fe privately, and unknown to any other manin any. 
ofall the Churches, ) mutt needs be the opinion of ail the Churches 
in New-England. But to fhew the invalidity, yea, and impofibility 
of this to be a good ground, Confider, ! 
1, Thefeare incompetent proofes, and liable.to great. and juftex- 
ceptions. For 2. Some, there, are contrary tous in their opinions, 
Antinomians, Familifts, Antichurchians, 8cc, and even fome of his 
cited letters (as neer as wecan gather) are.from fome of thefe. 2. 
Others that write Jetcers from thence, are weake in judgement, nor 
underftanding what the Churches hold, ot not able to exprefle z 
ee : tight: 
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Church courfes of NEVV- ENGLAND. — * Chap ts 
tight what they themfelves underftand ; are all thefe fit to be the 
Churches incerpreters 2 Doth not”. A. himlelfe in his preface fay, 
 Scribimus omnes indolli dottique. 3. Others may be novices & not well 
verft in out way, nor ripe to give the Churches verdig&. 4. Some o- 
thers, haply, are but in part of our judgement, and nor come off.ful- 
ly tothe Churches praGifes there. 5. Othersare prejudiced againft 
the place and perfons sand prejudice (himfelfe knowes) can hardly 
{peake well. And (we know) diverfe fuch have wrote letters »which 
~ (tis like) are fallen into his hands: Therefore thefe cannot be built 
upon forcompetent witnefles. 4 ; 
And whereas he {faith inhis Poftfcript. pags 50. That thefe letters Objet ME 
come from Members of (hurches, and many from Minifters of the Word, ‘ 


It is anfwered, That Members of Churches, and Minifters too, may An. 3 ; 
beliable to fome or other (and fome of them pofibiy to many) of ; 
the faid exceptions. Neither isit in out power (nor 1a any Church 

jn the world) to cure alitheir Members (or Minifters eithet)-of chest 
diftempers ; for if it were, you would not fuffer yourown Churches 

(in many of therr Members and Minifters)ro be fo infeed with fun- 


"dry groffe errorsas they ate.. ) 

- 9, Ateftimonie, againft whole Churches had need befure, that 

menmay ttuftuntoit. But how can we be aflured, t. Whethez 

fach lectersas he cites were evet written{rom New- England or no, 

(for Ihave good ‘ground to queftion, becanfe he thrults in <3 fxs 
Ts Ga to 72 G. amongft his Ne\v-England letters, and yet WD 
thefe men never came there, hough himfelf faith in poft{cripts pags 

51, ultel. Phat his letters come from Members of our Churches in New- 

England, ) And ashe adds fome ,fo he may adde more for. ought I 

know. 2. Iffachletters were fent, how can we beaflured, that 

{uch expreffions (as he reports ) are in thofe letters? 2..Cr fucha 

{cope, ( as he putsupon them } to be collected from thofe expreffi- 

ons; Allthefe muft becleared before we can-ground any thing up- 

onthem. ButW. R.tells usfo. Ax/- Sohe tells us other {tories in. 

this booke, that are as far from truth, as O/d-Englandistrom New > 

which wee have nofaithtocredit. 2. If he hath.fo extreamly 
miftaken the printed letters, whichhe knoweswe can come at to 

perufe, how can we, or any elfe, be afiured that he hath not more a: 

bufed his private letters, whichno cye but hisowne may fee >- 

3. Suppofe none of the mentioned exceptions can be had, but that 
the writers of the lettersbe as honett, found, able menas can be imar 
gineds and {uppofe we could. be -secpabe ofthe patticulars recited; 

30 | yet: 
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‘3 An anfwer to WR. his Narration of the 
yet all thiswill notferve, becaufe they arebut'fingle men, and 
_ write as private perfons , their own thoughts, not as betrufted by. 
any commiffion from the Churches, to write their common 
Judgements, Therefore no ground to efteeme their letters of fuch 
authenticall force, unleflehecan prove they were allowed bythe 
Churches, or were men Apoftolicall, that could not erte in writing. 
. 4.]fthisbe a good gtound to prove Churches judgements by private ~ 
letters : marke what abfurdities willenfue- 1, That we mutt believe 
thatthe Churches of New. England denie a power of vores, ordinati- 
4° _ly.tothe people, becaufe Mr; ‘Parker a Paftoutthere wrote fo. And — 
~ foof neceffity we malt believe a falfhcod. 2. Thacit #2. andcwo - 
or three more, fhould write imtoo New- Exg/aad of their allowance of 
_ the lawfulneffe of an impofed Commen Prayer booke; thenwe 
may write and printit, (for fodothm. &. ) tharthe Churches and 
Minifters in O/4- England, doe generally allow {uch impofitions. 3. 
‘Then any few envious or maticious perfons in a Church, may bring 
afcandall (unayoydable) upon any Church. in the world, if what 
they fay and hold fhould be accounted the Churches judgement, 
where they live. 4. Thea the Churches of &xg/andare all Antinomi- 
an, and Pamilifticall, becaufe(on our knowledge) fuch letters have 


mal, _ been written from fome in thefe Churches as profefledly mainetaine 
Oe fuich opinions: how abfurd thefe corc!ufions would be, ler any in-= 
Se) d:fferent man judge. | : : 
Rt s. Yea, (to finke this unreafonable dealing of his) 17 s 1 we 
on |i | Poss 1B 1e |that this fhould beafound difcovery of the Chur- 
OF | ros ches judgement afd practifethere, becaufe many of thefe letters ci- 
= ae ted {peake contrary one to another; (as himfelfe well knowes) and his 
9 Narration fully exprefleth) yet all the Churches in New- England, 
SG | (faith wv. R, himfelfe in his1. p2g.) are of one andthe fame Way in 
SOF || Church G overnment,and what may be [aid of any one may be believed of all: 
at ||, = Therefore it’s impoflible that his letters (which {peake contraries) 
UE ti can bea fufficient ground of teftimonie forour Church way, which 
Rah ft}. #8 Sut only one, And for him to produce them, asa proofe of what 
may }}} > they cannot poffSible make good, appeares not onlya ssEMING 
Sa tii CONTRaDIcrion,buragaintt light of common sensp,whichhe 
2) 7 falfly imputes tous, but we tru'y to him. - , ay 
=i _ 6. Laftly,;we appeale fora conclufion ofthis: Argument, from 
Ns | _W. Rina diftempet to the fame man in his right: minde;to tellus, 
= | now ingenuoully; ifthis beagood Argument, dy ze mans writing to 
<H | prove the Churches indgement. No faith W. R, (pag. 3, lide 4.0f this ve- 
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- - Church-courfes in Navy: ENGLAND» Bes 
try booke) it is not. for furh a booke (faint he) called our Yay of the (bar 
ches proves not, that they bold a platforme of Difciplinerw New- England 
and why, Becaule st was compiled by one particular man, and not confented 
to by the ret. Whatcan be more full? : teh | i hs 

But he leanes not upon the teftimony of any oneseter, but produ- O2jecy ae 
ceth divers letters for the proofe of every particular. io 

[fhe did fo, ic were infufficient as is proved, but he often produceth eAnfn 3 
one fingle private letter alone, without any othet evidence atall,as iy 

dear make appeare in above fifty feverall places throughout the 

‘booke.. ef Fy, | ., 

~~ Buthe willtell us chache produceth not thefe private letters and Objeét << 
gmanufcripts by themfelves alone to prove our judgements, and pra- B ie 
&ifes in New. England, baras joynzd with rhe printed book:s or papers, to | 
make the ftorie compleat, “ep : 

Burit isnorfo neither, for in abundance of ~placeshe produceth yp 
pone of the printed bookes at all {ot proofe, but only thefe private c 
letters, ashisonly ground. As Cap. 1. Art. 2. Cap. 3. Art. 2, WGi0. 
and Art. 4.And) Art.5.And drt, 11, Cap. 4. Art. 9, And pag, 17- 

pag. 18. pag. 19. 4p. 5.e4rt. 2, Ang Art.3. And Art. 4. And Art. 5. 
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And 471.6. And Art.7, Ande4r.8, And Art. 9. And rt, toe ES 
And Art. 11, Cap. 6. Art,10, (ap.7. Art.4. Art. 5. Art.6; Art, 7. er: 
Cap. 9. 9. And above twenty more, mentioned inthe Margent and ie 
th epoft{cript, Therefore it’s evident he groundsa very great part RS 
ot his Narration upon thefe private writings, which are alrogether x 


infufficient,.as we have proved upon demon (trated reafons. : 
"But he was tor chene bimfelfe an eye-witnelfe to behold rhings 5 he prodé- ObjeSS 
ced the beft grounds he had for bis Narrative. 4 
“Whatcailing had ‘he more then others.to makeany-Narratives An, 
of things dene3ee9. Miles off, which he knew no better he fhould 
ratherhave, let 1¢ alone chen apute che truth, she Caurches, and 
all dabble himfelfe upon firch flight grounds.as thefe are. 
Bur fechis third ground, he hath OTHER: GOOD INTELLIGEN- | J 
cE ssthacis,by word of mouth. ahi : 
~~ 4. Whocan witneffe he hath fuch Intelligence? Anfoll 2 


“2. That chis is Goon Intelligence # 
3... Whereate thote good Intelligences? let thepgeometace to 
id be tryed : but if they be peeping behind-the 4oore,-we owne 
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not for good dntelligencers, Ka Caz Rh Rt ’ 2a 
uswe have feene the unfoundnefle of this foundation whereon: 
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he builds. hisftory, andshe Axletree on which allthe basen lies,” 
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RB An anfner to W. Re bis Narration of the = 
__ being thus broken, the Narrative muft ticeds fall without any 
further oppofition. ea as V- 


TI. Butashis grounds are weake, fothe manner of his Procedings is 
ie 1. Unloving, 2, Irregular, | mo ea ORS 
1. Unrovine. Witneffe r. All chofe calumnies, he ftrives. 
with all his might,(chough tono purpofe) to caftupon his,fo much 
Honovrep sRETHREN, from the beginning of his Preface to the 
end of his Poftf{cript. 2, His crofle-grained animadverfions, where 
are fo many quibs, gibs, {coffes, and far-fetched colle€tions, to 
. make New- England men and their wayes odious to the world, toge- 
ther with his darke and doubtfull expreffions, (often drope out) 
‘which may eafily be taken hy the Reader in the worft fenfe: As - 
thoughhe referved his evafions if he fhould be put to ic’ 3, His. 
ftyle full of bicterneffe, thata man may know whothe writeris: 
_ though he put downe but two lettets of his name, 4. Thathe will 


~ (again{t all common fenfe)needs make us as much differing from the - 
Churches of Exgland,as the moft tigid Brownifts, yeain fome re- 
{pegts more sand this hee ftrongly contends for,though we (pro- 
fefledly) in our writings, preachings practifes manifeft the contrary, 
and teltifie as oft as occafion {etves,the great diflike, & of their rigid 
Separation. 5. As he hath caft us out of his own heart, fo he labours — 
to bring ali men out of conceit with us , the Churches here; the Par- 
liament, the Aflembly, the whole Kingdome, 3. Kingdoines, yea, 
| all other Churches and Nations: As ifwe and all out Chutch-courfes 
ee ' were a compound of abfurdity and folly: But in this,as in the reft, we 
Roh commit out cafe to God that judgeth righteoufly; who can cleare 
oy | us asthe light, P/a/. 37.. : ari 3 3 
mat ||| ag  Ashis dealing is unloving, fo irregular for it’s dire&tly againft the 
9 : Apoftles tule, 1. Tim, 5.19: AGAINST AN ELDER RECEIVE NOT 
S| | AN ACCVSATION» BVT BEFORE TVVO OR THREE VVITNESSEs, 
ot ate Where it’s plain, that Timothy himfelte mutt not receive fo muchas 
5294 i (one) accufationagainft any one Elder ofa Church, but beforetwo 
RO] 1 or three witneffes that are able to make itgood, (fo tender is God? 
=) 1 ofthe names of hisMinilters: ) But We. fo. far: forgets ‘himfelfe, 
oh and this bleffed rule, that he receives, 311! coo wen ar ss 
a)! 1. Not one, but Many accufations (as his booke fhewes:} 
ay 7 2. Not againftfome one Elder,’ butiin amanner, A'r'r? Fa’e 
: Exrp8Rs,YEA AND MEMBERS) TOO, AND ALE THE CRYRY ~ 
MEE HESSEN EC 9 RO ATES Eg ONS OVE IE a 
43. And: all this ctiot upon repore of avve on Sune YT PO 
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Church. courfes of Nwvv- En t anpen 
NESSES, but fome one fingle teftimonie. 


SES 


“the point) thereis not one legall witneffe, but all the tefti- 


too, much leffe inthe roome of twoor threewitnefies, 
5. And (whichis yet more)che doth not only reccive thefeaccue 


. \ ' 
| 


them to the whole world. 


before the Churches and Kingdome,as may be imagined. and 
at fuch a time alfo, as nevet was in our age,whenas the Parlia- 
mentiand aflembly both fit at once, confulting about Church- 
BPilcipune: 16H Oe. Bohigy ow | 
7, And he ftaitstiot in thebare reporting thefe accufations, bur 
“ ¢So']reports them, as one [labouring to drawal others into 
the like errout, of beleeving them.) © - 
g. And(which is worfe then all the ret) he brings {uch repotts 
againtt us, as; ay | 
1. Ir’s nothing to him, whether they be true or falfe. 
2. Yea, which he certainely knowes are falfe. 
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The formerof thefe I prove from his owne words in his Poftfcript, | 
| pag. 50, I undertake not (faith he) to report rhings (in New- England, ) 
as really.there they. aréy WWHETHER THEIR REPORTS BE TRVE OR 


FALSE.1$ NOTHING TOME. The latter appeares, in that, in fundry 
- placesof hisbooke, he telates things that are (ex diametro) contrary 
each to other, (both which he well knowes cannot poffibly be true) 
and yet lets both ftand ftill on record againft us, and then infers bit- 
ter . inveétives, in his animadverfions , from. fuch. contrary 
reports. You will ftand tamazedat, this dealing, (I fuppofe) which 
- (I conceive)}.am bound to difcover, that the world may fee how we 
are abufed by him, and cleare us in their apprchenfions. 

Thus for his grounds and manner of dealing. I come now to the 
matter of his Narration. | 
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4. Yea, not fo much as one fingle witneffe produced ‘nz rors 
1 us,as the text requires, but onely hee himfelfe faith, hee hath 

fuch and fuch a letter by him, tells him fo: So that (upon 

monie isinvolved upon himfelfe only,.(a moft incompetent 
man) andunficto‘be an Informer, an accoferand a witneffe — 
“(ations, but [reports them to others,] yea divulge and print 


6, And all this too, with as great infamy ,dammage and wrong - 
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fio Wm anfiverto WR. his Narration of the > 
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ANarration of fome Church-courfes generally held inopinion, 

and practifed by the Churches lately erectedin New-England. 


I jver, J Exthe Reader mind well the latitude of #,-X. his undetcaking in 
| : +his booke, It is to make a Narration (not of fome particu- 

| lar mens praGifes here and there in New- England, (but of the opini- 
ons and practifes of whole Churchesthere, and) nor of fome one or 
two Churches (for that is too narrows {till for his fcope,). but( of 
THe Cavrcues in Ney.€ngland ( indefinitely.) And that youmay. 
know fot certain he meanis to tell you what {all} the Churches there 
dochold and praétile, aiid: (not fometimes, but) in their conftant: 
courfe (he faith plainly,) they are: the Church conrfes GENERALLY: 
held by the (hurches in New-England, which he will declare ; So that 

though he fpeakes: but of fome Church courfes, yet thofe he doth. 
mention muft be fuch, 4s are generally held and prattifed by. the Churches 

| there. The performance of which in‘ its.latitude (let him know) we- 

i} - _ expeét,, andif he.comes fhort of this, unleffe he revoke his citleshe- 
will doe us wrong. : eae reinte 


s 


_. AnfwertoCuar. | 


7 fummme of Art.1, and its Margent is That the Churches of: 
_ New-England, being the fame in Difcspline with Plymouth,and Ply~ 
mouth having. their Principles from (Mr, Robinfon tt, i8-to be baguirea' 
whether we be not all of the way of the Separatifts. ° : Faeries 
wer, %-Asinour judgements we much differ from them,foinfeveralpar-- ~ 
ii ticulars of moment, we practife what the Separatifts (properly (0 cal- 
led) will not doe,as hearing, preaching, praying in the Affemblies in. 
England, and alfo in private commmunion with them, &c. 

2, Though we fhould praftife fome of the fame things they doe int 
Difcipline, doth that make the way evil, fimply becaufe they doe 1t?. 
Firft, he muft prove that the Separari{ts praGtife nothing right at all, ‘ 
orelfethat we mutt not, becaufe they doc 1t. 

2. Himfelfe hath tully aniwered for us, Preface pag. 3. who faith 
cothis chet. Thoughis Difcipline men generally att like vibers,) he 
meanes the Separatift.) yet #f in their opinion of thele prattifes, and 
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_ Charch. courfés of Nevv-Ensiane, * Chap. I... [tee 
gn the grounds of thenast bey notonly differ, ut ftiffly oppfoe them,the just re- 
pute of fuch pevfons isto. be preferved, We need looke no further to 
cleare us from cenfure, then to 7,2, himfelfe. For it’s: wellknowne 
‘we differ from them in our opinions and grounds of our practife, and 
how we hare oppofed rigid Separatifts inthat very point,let our own 
wriungs witnefle ; Difcourfe of Covenant. 36. 37-38-52. 9. i 
Here note(once forall) hefaith, that thé churches in New-Englund are 
of one and the fame way 12 Difcipline without any materiall difference : 
eAnd this he would have remsembred all along his beoke. I hope he will not 
ftait ftomthis afterwards, I pray himto mind ie. eee |<< 
> He faith-Ari 2, We bave uo Pla:formes agreed upon among ft as, te 
. a, Weholdir not uhlawfull to have a Platforme of Church Go- PS 
~ -yetnment, #.¢.a confeffion of the Difcipline of Chrift, collected our 
: of Scripture, and {et down in writing. 
| 2. Yet we fee no Grounds ro impofe fuch aPlatforme upon Chur - 
ches, but leave them to theit libertie therein, becaufe(we know not 
‘that)Chrift everenjoyned tr, and therefore we defite 7. R. not to 
{tumble at our Churches. much leffe, take upon him, fo mafterly, to 
controll us becaufe we haye ir not. - 
-~- ‘Tothe Marginalls of e4rt, 2. 3 Dy 
He wonders bow we fo foone fell into fuch an exact forme of Difcipline 4.0 bieg Os 
without a Platforme, - ; is 
| We an(wet him, (yea he tells us him(elfe, ) we had it from that efa/wpry 
patterne of wholfome words writcen in, the Scriptures, Gods good 
-{pirit opening our eyes to fee it: And fome others alfo./ laying afide 
prejudice, and humbly fetting themfelves to waite on God for light) 
may comic to fee an exacter forme of Difcipline then (it maybe) hi- 
| ther ro they have done. | of . pS: 
| But, why doe uo other Churchesin the world (faith he) befides your 2, Obje iz 
felves fee this Way, but all oppofe it? ie 
Bleffed be God, it isnot fo, many thoufarids doe fee and follow tt, 4, (fs 
fo far are they from oppofing it. Andeven England is comming Z 
neerer itby many ftepsof late then before; He that hath brought 
themfrom Epifcopacys Impofed Formes, and Popifh Ceremonies, 
_ 8c. cancatry them on further. 
“2. Mott of fuch, as doe not walke in, but oppofe out way, are they 
| thareither have not heard our grounds, or elfe have not impartially 
| wiciguee them, and hence have received a prejudice again{t ont 
ractiie, ; 
‘ 3. To revealclight being afieeact of the father of light, he a 
+ e 2 c € 
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~ Choofe what truths he will manifeft,and when, andto whom, ani 
in what meafure he will difperce them; as Chrift faith (at. ort ¥. 
Father ¥ thanke theethou haft revealed thefe things, — (o it 1s Fa~ 
ther,becaufethy good willisfo, = ine 
3. But we tie our (elves toa prefident, why not rather 20a platforme? 
ma i. Let him confider well,if this be not a reproach injurioufly caft 
A upon us, whofe indeavour is, and hath beene(as in the fight of God) 
not to follow mens, ot Churches prefident further then wee {ee them. 
following Chrift: for though at firft a prefident may belooked at, as 
a dire€toric into the right way, yet the prattife may be grounded on- 
the truthit felfe difcerned, and not upon the prefident, according to 
Join 4.42. They were firft ledto Chrift by the woman, yet after 
ie pela on him for his owne fake, andthe truth they difcerned to 
ein him. * | 
AA’! eur Churches {aith heyiz New-& nglana,& their members ,doe clearé= 
ly fee the frining light of Dsfcipline,by acleare evidence of the Way revealed - 
tothem, and yet doe tie themfelves toa prefident ? a 
. Is not herea:contradiétion 2 for; if we all have full cleare fhining 
| = light,then wee neede no {pe€tacles of aprefident; or if weetieour 


{elves to a prefident, it’s becaufe wee conceive wee have not full and 
cleare light of our owne. ) 


a | 4. But We have bad divifions amengft us, os 
daf, 1. Thofe divifions wee not caufedby our Church Difcipline,but 
| _ by certaine vile opinions brought to us from England, which I feare). 
is your own cafe this day, and yer no blame (you will fay.) 

2. Through tich mercy; they are long fince {ubdued by the lisht 
and power of his truth: © that you could fay the fame of all 
the loofe opinions here, (ifthe will of God were fo) for which wee 
ay to heaven on your behalfe, and dare not reproach you 
with it. an 

3.When thefe divifions did ¢ a 1x, it was whiles our difcipline — 
stoop, which fhewes that out Difcipline bred them’ nor, but - 
| deftroyed them rather, a ee 
Wh Yo the, Margent on Article 3. If au inspofed platforme by im- 
q DA pertous power be uulaWwfull (in others ) Why doe wee fo rigorroufly pr effe’ 
i pothers to our prefident ? 


Gi, To impofea thing (and that by at imperious power) whichmay 
f) 1, 2 : ; 2. We 4 . = . ‘ : 
| poflibly be erroncous in it felfsor withourevidence toothers confci- 


ences 
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- Charch courfes of Nevv-Exctanp. 
Via ar fe MH 


- efices, on whom itis prefled, cannot bee lawfull: butforustomake 
the perfe& word our patterne, then carefully informe others there- 

in, and after information leade them by it:is certainly much differing 

from the other, and farre ftom 4 fl4vifh imitation by our felves, or ri- 

gorons preffing of a prefident spon others, both which here he imputes 

very unjuftly to us. As God hath kept.us hitherto from fuch im- 

perious rigour,fo | hope, by his grace he will ever doe. ao 

But wee forbeare giving of our priviledges to [uch as conform not to cur 

Way, 3 ae AG pt ; 

r. If it were our way and not Chrifts, it were our great finne and 

(in part) the fame with che Prelaces of lace; burto forbeare giving 

ptiviledgesto fuch as fabmit not tothe rules of participation, is no 

‘rigour, but fuch a thing as Chrift him(elfe would doe if in our plates. 
2, Iris no mote then all other focietiesif the world doe,who firft 

‘require conformity*before ‘they permic to any the injoyment of 

their liberties. Pt OaAs WON? ; 

3. Doe wee any more herein; then the Reverend Aflembly them- - 
felves atthisday, who would not willingly admit unto Church-im- 

‘ployments and priviledges atly of a contrary judgement in point of 

| Difcipline? And yet, (1 hope) you willnot fay, that either thefe or 
thofe exercife rigour. | , ee 
But wee will wot own [uci as fifter Churches that differ from us(thoagh oy), We 
but in fome things) in Church Difcipline. : ie 
Doe noe the Churches of England differ fromus not onelyin | 43 
| fome things, but in many(as 7.2. himfelfe faith) and yet wecowne py ; 
them as filter Churches, witneffe his owne quoted Authors, Dif- 
“courte of Covenant,p. 36. at large. Mr, Cottons printed letter. All 
> ‘which affirme in effe&, andfome in words, that we bleffe the wombes 
| that bare us,and the paps that gave us (uck: We intreate #7, R-Gn the 
 fpirit of meekenefle) to cleare him(clf from a {launder in {uch a ge- 

- nerall accufation of his brethren. . ite 
Yet we more rigidly impale our patrerne then any Churches ever did. ob. ot SS 
Howegreat an afperfion this is, I leave others to judge; andthe yp fom 

: Lord himfelfe to convince him of: Why hath, there ever beene fo £4 . 

| much as any attempt amongft us, to fulpend, excommunicate, de- 

- prive, banifh, imprifon any for diflenung irom usin matters of di- - 
{cipline.as of latein &ag/and,for non-contormit y?Orto raife a bloody 
war for Bifhops & a Service booke, as againtt ou, * Brethren in. Scot- 
land? or to lander, falfifie Authors, render ma"y godiy Churches 
odious to the world, as 7. &. himfelfe hath Cone in this booke 
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An anfwer to\N. Re. his Narration of the, 

= meerely? for diffetence: from him-in pomt of Ghutch.Goyerne- 
ment? We have, indeed, Givilly 8 Ecclefiaftically, cenfured divers — 
there amongft us, but it was for obftinacy in weighty points inRe- — 
ligion , fedition in the ftate, {candalous practifes, as alfo maniteft 
contempt of the Churches of Chriftchere, but not any for incenfots 


Anfwerto Cuar. II. ah 

fn oS gE EE SD FORE ABET nh So Lo 
FE faith Rei. 1.2. 7 bat we currently hold there is no wifible Chureh, 
but a particular, and that wedenie an nniver{all vifible Church IN 
ANT SENS Ep cowsen ORBEA RT 5 Sree sc S 
Though the quoted Authots fay... There 15 20 Church ( proper= 
ly fo called)’ wherein Ordinances may be adminftered, but: a pare 
ticularly only. Yet wee acknowledge alfo 1n sOmE sENSE- a Do-- 
mefticall Church, Pei. 2.22 the Church ia thy rouse; and an vNi- 
wERsALL Church confitting of allyvifible beleevers, according to - 


1 Tim,3.15. Andthis urmsenr grants wehold, Jag. 2 Art. 20 


Why then doth he fay We dente an univerfall vifible CHV RCH IN 

ANY SENSE? , B nice cee) 
He ftumbles at the fmsalnes of the number of ae 

at their firft ere@tion. 7.8.9. (faith he ) and on 


me! in our Churches, 
this firing he harpes 


- foure or five times at leaft in this booke. 


- 7. What number exprefly fhall make aChutch isnot fer downe _ 
in Scripture. In e4dams and Noaks time when there wasnot above 
7.8 org. perfons, will he denie the being of a Church ? And what 
will he make of Chrift his family, where were not above 12. befides 
himfelfe> And of the firft foundationalls of, che famous Church 
of Ephe(us who were about 12. ert. 19. 1.7. and Beaz.on that place 
faith, Pe! then planted, a Church amongft the Ephefians. 2 
>. When our number is thus {mali,ic’s only in the very firft infan- 
cy of it, it abides not fo, but members ate {peedily, and daily.added, 
untill chey be Cas he blames us for not being)'a compleate organicall 
body Hencethefe objeCtionsalfo in his Marg ‘anfwered, OF WANT 
OF LIMPLOY MENT AND MAINTENANCE fo the Officers, 
in regard of théie fmal] number. 
He (aith Article che third, We denie allreprefentarivethurches in 
power of qudteature, . | . ae 
Ir is becanfe we know-no rule to fet the Officers inthe apie of 
thei 


Seed eta ahs 


——— Charch-courfes in N nvv-ENGLan bs 
theit whole Chutch, andthe-.Presbytetie inthe place ofall their 
Churches, to binde the one or the other to ftand to their decrees,un- 


lefle we had Apoftles on earth againe, for Church Officers, yet even 


they were very tender in this point. 

_... TotheMargentto Arch. ~~ > oS ! 

* "That he may prove the number of 7. 8. or 9. too {mall, to. admini- 
fter.acenfure.and fo.no Church, he’makes a faire addition of his own 
to atule of Chrift: for. whereas Chrift direéis, Mar. 19.15.16. an 


offended brother to take one or two enlytohimto admonifhthe 


offender in private, and thenteli the Church,now. he will have this 


courfe,. (beyond the tule) twice gone over, thathe may make the- 
forejaid, number. too fmall. fora Church-cenfure. Sothat he will 
rather croffe Chrift himfelfe then not thwatt-us, and here he makes. 


along difcourfe to fhew his owne weaknefle the more inthis-new 
deviled cenfitre of his. | 
He faith, The eApoftles Churches conjifted of many thoufands, 
r, Not: intheir firft beginnings, forin the greateftChutch the 


number was {mall enough. at firlt 1n compatifon, ..Aés 1, 15; and. 


this is the tims of our Churches we now {peake of. 


_ 2. Their grouth was fudden, and by an extraordinary ‘way, (cers | 
tain thoufands being added in two dayes,) and fo neceffity inforced: 


theirabodetogetheratprefenr. 
~ 3. They continued not long fo great a body, but were foone dif= 
perfed’ by Sauls perfecution of them, 44, 8. 1, 

4. While they. did hold together, they might poffibly meete to e- 
dification,as wellasin fome ofour Churches here in London, as 
Cripple-Gate, Olives, Sepulchers and others, where the Minifters 


voyce may reachto edification, 4,5... 7000. foules, every Lords. 


day. Vid. Mr. Afathers booke, pag. Therefore for him to fay ir is 
not poffible, &c. istoo large. 

He tellsus our. Churches cannot be gathered in country Usllages, efpe- 
cially of [uch choyce Members, &c, where fo few Saints are, &c. 

r. That isthe fault of people, not of the rule, nor of the way; If 
the Saints. be thin fowen, who can helpe it: They oughtto have 
flowed in more abundantly to Chrift by the Gofpellin all this time. 

2. They may partake ofall Ordinances, as theydid, except the 
Sactaments,and (fuch asate fit) of thofe alfo, in beft times, and ways 
as may be ordered for moft conveniency. eg | 

3, Hemutt not limit Gods powet,who by.the word rightly difpen- 


Jed and his ble(fing thereon, can raife a people for himfelfe beyondall Gen, 1: 
na 3 Our, © 
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AR 


.to, (out thoughts, as he hath done elfwhere. ie loins camer y 


He takes much paines tono putpofe in Marg. Art, 2. to ptove 
.In confutation of us) har tm fomefenfe, rhere ts an univerfall vifible 


ATT ee aoe oc Pith bes be ay phe - 
Why. we never denied itCin fomefenfe, J but blamed him, (ever 


now) forfaying, wedeniedit, Mies wet mia ot 
I wonder atthe man, who faith, 1. That we hold what we doe net. 
2. Then pretendeth to prove it, but falfifies his Authors. 3. Then 


_ makes confutation of his own fayings, as ifthey were ours. ‘4. Then 


flings reproacheson us for fuch fayings, which are not ours, but his. 
5. (Tomakewus amends) inthe end of his Margent, he fathers ‘all up- 
on our mutablenefle, faying, [fomietimes | we acknowledge an-winivers 
fall vifible Church, but ufually denice it;and ‘yet even-in this alfo, he 
flanders, not bringing (nor being able to bring, I'verily believe) one 
word of proofe, that ever we denied it : Lec him make thofe things 
good, or humbly confefle his error. meee 

5. To Marg. of Art. 3. hefaith, Though we denie(in Att. 3.) the 
Officers of one Church power toreprefent their (burch in ber judicature, 8c. 
yet fometimes we are forced to wfe meffengers to reprefent the whole body, as 
at the conftitution of anew burch, and private examination of Members to 
be admitted, ec, | 7 


Thus he would beare the world in hand, (if you wilbelieve him )thac ; 


our practife doth crofle our Principles, but there is no fuch thing,for 
here he proves not,neither can, that we deniea Church that libertie, 
(which all focieties inthe world have; #.e.) to depute & delegate her 
Officers; in fome patticularcafes (as in her name and ftead) to repre- 
fentthe whole body : for this isno more then the Church of Aztioch 
did, A@&.15.2.and then out felves frequently doe.in fome inftance 
he mentions and divers others. | . 

But what is this to the giving thofe Officers generally a power of 
judicature in and over that Church :.andacompound Presbytetie, 
in and over all their Churches, whom Che faith) they reprefent> be- 
caufe we denie the latter, (doe we therfore the former. 


3 Itis meete he fhould take notice of a doubletafperfion (without 
any fhew. of ground or proofe) caftupouus.1. Chat we denie any - 


reprefentation of Churches. 2. That we croffe our principles, in 
practifing what we denie; both thefe imputations, (1 hope) he will 
honeftly acquit, us of. 

‘Marg. Art. 4, Ja the difinition (faith he) ofa Church the Officers are 


left out. 


He knowes well that a definition muft accord to the loweft de- 
3 gree 
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—— Church-courfesof Navv-Eweranp. ©  Chap.. TS 
" geee of the thing defined, therefore weule coput inonlycflentiallsand 9 
not allintegralls into chedefinitton: for fuppofe the Officers of aChurch 
be taken away by death fromit, yet(Ihope):he will not fay, thatinche 
vacancy , the Church ceafeth to be,Officersarenotfimply for the being, 
but the well-being ofa Church, 9 | mn  olovyie 
See how he adulterates his quotation, in twoor three Articlesofths — 
Bg RTI Ss a ee ees eee Ate 
- & (He faith) his Author affitmes, we holdthere is no vifible (harch but a A 
_ particular, But bis Author faith,no vifible Chutch (properly fovcalled) 4.4 
but aparticular, fo. #2. leaves our the middle words, jult as in A220. 4. 
6. whereby the fenfe is exceedingly altered, fith a Church improperly fo 
~~ called, is yera church, . ~ | 
. a. He faich, £ wecurrently hold this; buthis Author {peaks modeftly 
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 jnthefewords, wekuow not any, Sic. ednf. to 32.4. pag. 9. Anf.to.9. Prof. 
3, He faith, we hold there is nouniverfall viftble Church [in any fenfe;] 
. but his Author faith only, we kuow x0 [uch vifible Catholike Church, where- ge 
| anthe fealesare tobedifpenfed] 47/ to9. Pof 66. Aman withhalfe an ith 
eye may. difcerne thisis not {quare dealing. 3 5 Gem si 
Anfwerte Cuar. Il. | As 
 PHis Chapterisfpent in laying downe what qualifications the Chur [34 
ches of NeW-England require in perfons of age that are admutted 2 
Members; ' pec, Wee, : | is 

“He tells us-(to name butthe heads in bricfe.)[ Tat they mufP be reall Saintts = ven 
prncere Beleevers;men of mecke and humble {pirits: and fincere: ends, and that the | 
Church in admitting: of chem, doth make exatt trial, 1. by letters of recommen. — | 
dation, 2,07 teftimony, of Members, 3. expersence. of thew converfation, 4. by =f ze 
! examination of their knowledge andthe worke of Grace, fir Mt in private , thenin ' joe 
| publique, 5, that they be {uch (wwbiah he [aithis. much dsfired).ascan cleave toge- i x 
ther in opinion and affellion, 6, that they.cohabite as neere'as may bes for the beta Zs 
ter matuall watch{ulvefie, 7. that they be fuch-as know what belongte Church i 


— (ovenant, approve it andfeckeit.)| ) 
I pray. #. 2. ({peake. now asa Chriftian and:as'aman.of God,) ds 
there any-thingin allthis you have faid, that you canblame in our pract- 
ile, 1. for defiring to have all ourmembets (ifiemight be) of {uch {piri- 
tual ftampe and character as this,and 2. for endeavouring by eryall (what 
lics in.us ) to find out {uch asfay that they are Jewes and are‘not, but doe 
lye, 3..and having difcovered {uch, forkeeping them from pollutingthe 
holy {eales and other Ordinances of God to his difhonour, and their own 
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Sdn Anfwer to WR bis Narration of the 
ruine; 4. or if we (as far as our lightand line reaches, for wee have no fpi- 


: _ -gitof intallabiliry, Find theim found in che faith, for receiving , en- 


coutaging, comforting them, what hurtis in allthis? Itell you, ~ &. if 
your felfe and fome others did take more exa& pains inthe tryall of your 
people, and fitting them forthe enjoyment of Church-Priviledges, it 
wouid never repent you. | aes ¢ 


~~ Now, alchongh thete particulars recited,doe juftifie us and our procee> 


dings; yet marke his dealing, firft in.his Articles, then in the. Margent of 
his chapter. ‘ ; eR et 
He tells the world Art. 2, That we require in perfons to.be admitted, not on- 


dy to be common, bu Gehoyce Chriftians.}. . cha Salpie 
Ifby choyce, he meanes eminent Chriftians, i’s very falfe; for we accept 


-Chriftians of the loweft forme, and neverreje@& any for want of patts or_ 


eminency of gtace, if we can-difcerne imthem ar heart fmitzen with fenfe 
‘of fin and need of Chiit. joyned with a blameleffe converfation, though 
very weaken knowledge and. faith, Scc. we dare not refule bur embo- 
fomethemn the Lord. , t 


And hi mieife (when he will fpeake the naked truth) confeffeth as much 


- Arc.8 & tellsus what great indulgence we ufe inthe admitting members, 


Let the R.cader take notice,that upon perufali of his Authors quoted,he 
me not find any one fentence or word tending to juftifie his faying 
Crein. 

Hee would make men beleeve in Article the {¢cond, that wee hold: 

if any. be. admitted thatis not a. reall Saint, heis falfe matter. of the vifible 
Church, . ~ Paapee 
This he boldly affirmes,but:not one word of proofe,nor truath.We hold 
no fuch ching; fora vifible Saint may be true matter of a vifible Church, 
when admitted a member, upon his protefsion of godlines and raking the 
Covenant as Achan,Indas, Anania, & Saphira,wete ail rue matter of the 
vilioie( though not of the invifible) Church, elferhey hadnever beene 
adimitted, into the Churches. And that our Churches in New- Eng, hold 
‘f0,vid 1.2. Anf.to 32: 9; $0. Ditcourfe of the Covenant pag 5, 

Hence now, what will become of all his long Margent to Article 12° 
where hee kecpes a great ftirre inconfuting us by toure tedious arguments 
O: anerior we never heid, butit’s one of his owne framing, Soall his 
labour thereimts loft; andfome difhonour gained, he {aid in his preface. 
he would bring proofe forevery materiall thing not proved before 3 yet 
he breakes his word,becaute he had a minde to haveit ttue, that it might 
Acflect uponus, eek ut 

He reports, That every one sharis adipitted ss brought before the whole 
Church (chong never fo many )to make thesr Declarations in publike, wonder r 


sn his margent that we should bz fo harfh in our dealing,.as.not to betraft she Els 
ders.and Ose PD Va ; 1 : : , ~alelt 
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Church. courfes of New-Ene@rcann: 


Chap» 3. 
many yeates, we have feenefuch atender refpe& had to the weaker fex _ 
-Cwhoare ufually more fearefull §¢ bafhfull) chat we commit their tizallto 
the Elders & fome few others in private,who upon their teftimony are ad=. 
mitted into che Church, without any more adoe. And fo fhew mote indul- 
gence to them then W-R.dothto us. As for that question in his margent Why 
may not the Officers. be trufted with their examinations, Gc, Anf. So they ate, 

frcquently according to your wih. ; nee a bi daar e 
Inthe fame Article he faith, Dhar in the publique their Declarations rauft 
be to the comvittion and [arisfattion of all before they can be admitted, 


teft, and fit downe in their votes, unleffe their teafons be fuchas may 
convince the Church. ple < a ger 
For his Quotations cited to prove both thefe laft mentioned, good Rea- 
der doeus the favour but to fearch, An{wer to 32 queft. pag. 23.24. and 
An{w.to 9 quelt. 62. 79. and you hall finde them to juftifie him fo tarre, 
-asnotto afford him any one word,or fo muclvas a fhew and countenance. 
| me I fay to W.R. isthis; How can this ftand with fimplicity and 
cruthe. icon E : nav eee be 
He would make men beleeve Art.8. that soneTIMEs We goecontrary 
to our formet rigour, by ufing greatindulgence in our admitting mem- 
bers: as itwe were not confiftent to our {elves and principles through n= 


~~ fame page, yet no fhow of any fuch thing willappeare if you perufe the 
places. [leave the Reader to judge. 4 | | 
hat [uch members in one Churchia.N.E. as arereceived ta the Sacrament in 


© 


» & ¢ 


| : He is againe befides the truth, for inthe Churches where we have lived A 


Iy’s not fo, for though fome few be unfatisfied,they ufeto fubmic tothe 4 | 


con{tancy 3 and (upon this) taxes us inthe Margent for fodoing. ‘ 
Do but marke his dealing in this his proofe cfodr unconftancy for the 4% 
_ felf fame author, & page he quoted to prove the rigour of our admiffionss 
_hecites to prove our indulgence. 4a/».to 32. quel, p. 8. he brings this for 
the one and the other as if the fame ven had written contradictions inthe 


See = 


another Church, muft fit bring letiers of recommendation from their owne ie 
Churches, Art. 7, ee , oe ss 
. Though we hold it.a convenient thing. (efpecially for {ich as live farre Aa) e 
off, and altogether unknown to any ofthe Church, where he defires par-. ze 
ticipation of the (upper) to bring ateftimeniali with him, yeticisacon-. 9 
ftant and ufuail thing: (efpecially if any of the Giiurch knowes theo) to is 
accept Members of other Churcies upon their deftre, withou: any jecters Le 
teftiaroniall,and che Author: quoted does him the favour rarhevtu feeme fox 
tof{peake,contrary tohim then for him, for(faith cheAalwerto 32.-p.29. 
3,0.)iedoe require letters reftimontall from the congregations 1n O)4- king land, ie 
for [uch as come from thence, before Wee admit th-m to the Sacraisnts, 
mhereas {achas come from oue (burch to another in New-Englasa wereccive bee, SS 
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|. Gaupe thele Clirchesin N,Eare beeter knowneto us then the orher, Seehow 
— thisteftimony favourshim. ed 


© ‘The laftand worft report ofall the teftis in Art. r2.wherehee reports, 
That if aay among ft ns'doe not fecke and defire Church fehow/oip 10 or way,wee 


account them DESPISERS OF IT,YEA WICKED tAND GRACE- 
“LESSE PERSONS. sl eye i a et reais Oe 


* « 


_ To which1an(wer with deteftation, (Gop ror stp. ) Wee fpeakeit 
-_ (as knowing Gad heates all our words.) We hope we arefarre from fuch: 


a fpirit : for we know well, that many gratious and pretious Saints there 
‘et a good time abftainic from {ee-. 

VVICKEDNBES, AND GRACELESNES, = 5 * rex 
- Sometimes, becaufe they are not fetled ina place? fometimesbecaufe: - 
they defire more experience of the Minifters 8& people where they fhould: 
joyne: fome for want of cleate light andfull conviétion ofthe Church- — 
wayes we walke in: and fome others out of many fears about their owne- 
fpirituall eftaie before God, judging themfelves (through temptation). 
out of a ftate of grace sand dare not venture upon the Seales, &c. whom. 
we yct efteeme pretious Soules and have laboured by all arguments; wee 


were able,to encourage tocome intoChurch fellowfhip: 2 
See what caufe thereforehe hathin his marginallsco this Articleto up2 
braid us; forhar fones, wacharitablent{fe, andfor gettin fe the royall law of love ts 


this point, ec. whereas he forgets the law of love and ‘truft alfo, in fuch 


reportsasthefe are. And forthefequorations cited of Anfw. to 32.'q: p. 


31.and Anfw.to 9.pof.p.69. ( wee boldly fay and doe here challense him 
with ic ) that there 1s-not one word thereinto-beare him out;'and there: 
fore I dee here lay this report upon himfelfe,”as the raifer ot! 1, let him _ 
defend it,or humbly take the blame. : ape | . 
Befides thefe blurs he puts upon us in the text, he attempts no leffe in his. 
large matginall comments on this chap. by many objections raifed a- 
gainft us, (befides thofe we have taken away alrcady.) 
es that we keepe oxr GC hurch doores [0 clofe fout, and Why may viot faire over~ 
tures and foewes of Grace in {uch asoffer themfelves, be [uffictent for aamiffion >. 
and what neede fuch narrow fearchsng and founding of mens hearts tothe bottom >. 
ana that Chrift.never made fuchrales, andthe: Apaftles and their’ Churthes nen 
wer prattifed the like,and that-reall and internal holineffe) is notlregslired ta'midke 
amember, but only federal and external, Ge, 7 pers hyp tae ye 
Doe but fee, how Church members were wont to-be qualified cart? 
3,6, Ads §. 37,38: 48.19.18,19:Rom,1.7; and 45.34. Epot.U, Cor. 9,43), 
2.Cor. 8.5, Were is plainely expreffed, whatframe fuch were of. Fey: 
éonfeffed their innes:T hey pr ofe fed their Faith; They beleeved in the Lord Tefsst, \ 
with allsbeir heart, They confelfed G: foowed their. Works,, They openly bre ss 
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_— Church-cowrfesia Nevy-Exeraxn., = - Chap. 3. 0 

“nan conisering baokes as svere worth ‘no lelfe thenfifey thoufand peeces of filver. Ve 

, Fy “ere mes beloved if Gob C wed ts bre Buon 5 Fill of goodneffe, fl- His 
at LAGU LIE OC of viiemnfpskewof threngh theworld, Faith.) 
full in (hriff Foluss Profelfed their fubjection to Chrift's gave up them- tig 
elves firff tothe Lord, and then tothe (burch iby the will of God. Now ‘let W. 
-<R, fpeake, is here only ‘federal and exrernallt holineffe, were here onely 9p 
faire, Overtures and fome thewes of grace? bat if we goe further then his 
-principlescarry him : Then wee keepe on Church doores £00 clofe’ Then hee 
-eryes ont 5 ‘its againft charity, againft chriftian wifedome, again/t juftice and all. ft 

and then why willnos’ Overtures and faewes ferve our turnest Ttell you thefe 

Overtutes 8 thewes (1.8, )have done mifohieteenough already, (a'tnan 

“would thinke) ro Chrift his Kingdome,and to thele poore Englifh Chur. 
ime( fure ) toprefle on furthernow then Overtutes, | 
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An afer toW. Ru his Narration ofthe 
if >often takes the vnectalt,s (7 ales 
| open fuch hypocrites,while they {eeke to decetve others, (as frequent ex. 
perience hath fhewenus in the very a& of theit triall.). 3... 
3: Thofe that are found doe manifeft the {weet {mell of their stacesby 
W {uch declarations. Therefore it is not bootleffe. Sota 
Lt feemses a thing impoffible to fuch good foules as know not the time & manner c 
alte converfion, or have forgotten its to give account thereof (atisfyingly tom 
| multitude, feeing alfotheir manner of inguirie 13 ftritt, and the mpatter inquired 
| into, the (pirituall foule posts, Ee ae i ena 
| 1. We wonder; (we conteffe) to fee a Chriftian,a Minifter of God thie 
1 tolpeake. If it {cemes fo impofsible for forme Chriftians to give an ac- 
j count of the worke of Grace inthem, what meant Peter todire& ail be. 
I fevers to bee alwaies ready to give an anfwer toevery man of the hope that is in 
y tem21f they mutt give this anfwer to all(evento perfecutors them 


(as the Texc intends) of the grounds of their hope, is it inso fi bh one 


| thefe good foules fhould render.account to their godly brethren, who in a 
| Joving way demandeit, andfortheirownegoodtoo?, 6 . 
_ 2.Wharif they know not the time,order & manner of their converfion; 
yet, if they can give any evidence of Chriftsnow in them.by the workings 
(| of his Spititfor prefent, though they know not-how Chrift came ar fire - 
P| dptechem, us fufficientes oy in5 (yo au. gnth ata. s ae ee eteanterte, 
4 je if dn account of t heir grace muft-be given, were st not better to havea fet and 
tanain ig rule written and recorded without variation in all the Churches > ibid.’ 
|. Would hehave us make a New- England Primer, a fet forme? t 


his were - 


~ 


||. Throughyour flritt examinations multitudes of our Englifh in N.E.tharwere 
| | reputed godly, are ke pt out of (hurch- Order, and them/elves and little ones little 
fy . better then heathens, Marg, on eArt.6.. : Tuc wise) apt 
1 |. Manys for want of examination of -themfelyesand tryall by others? 
) |that went, 4a ;common view,,forfou Cardith 


| 2,God(who oftentakes the wifein theit ownectaft,: Corsn.t9.)Iates 


RVI BNP BOVE HELD HEIDE ANDE NSE ING ENG ESR ole ESS 
2 Church courfes of NEVV-BNGLAND, Chap. 4. V2 
- 4san untrue and unfavory imputation : Where we fee any breathings of ke 
-Chrift inany, we efteeme themas Chriftians, we love them dearely, and. | ie 
carry our {elves accordingly tothem and theirs.though notyetinChurch JS 
fellowhhip with us, (God him(elfe is our record againft fuch calumnies,). 
where wee {ee no gtace as yet wrought, we labour in a!l meeknefleto- “e 


bringthemtoChrilt, and in meane time take Chniftian care ofthem: 8 
andtheir little ones, asthofe that may bee heires of the famegtace with: 94 


ee 
{ 


% 


our felves : doemen ali this to heathens 2 ‘< 
But why ave men of asffering opinions, avd men of bar fp and rugged difpofittonss,9 De 
though orherwife Godly, kept out from your Churches: Marg to eArt.9. 
x, {fmens opinions be fuchas.deftroy faith,or the power of holineffe,as. 4145 
many in New- England lately were , (though now layed proftrate bythe 9a 


light and power of the word) or fuch as doe directly croiie and eradicave [24 
the fundamentalls of our GhurchGovernement, and the perfonsthat. § > 
hold thefe ul opinions are fa&ious and turbulent: It’s no. wonderthough, JS 

we be flow in admicting (uch as wee know will deftroy cither the power. 5s 
of godlineffe, or our Churches peaces bur ifthey differ onely in fome inferi- | 
our points (as you fpeake)and-be of fober {pirits,ir’s known, we admit fuch 
aiid live in peace together with them. es 
2. Wee never knew men of fowre and cynical} difpofitionsnaturallys, 
mecrely for that. if otherwife they appeare godly,and labour againft fuch, f 
diftempers, to be kept out of Church: fellow {hip amongft us, Bi 
But if any man deny the Church Covenant, or danbt of st, yorer Church doores 
are fout for ever againft him, p, BL. end, | | 

We pray you good #. R, {peake noragainft common fenfe;, How can 
wee pofsibly admic him into our Church Covenant, that denies the | 


NS a 


TRI “hs 


wit 


ay 
ve 
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Tessie 


ue a 

Church-Covenant? can wee make him doethat he dentes.to doe? Since fy 
Gods people muft be a willing people, P/4/. 110. 3. Or ifhe doubts ofthe | 33 
lawfulnedte of it; is it lawtull for him to-enter inco ic doubtingly, or forus | 
| ie 


to offer it. {eeing whatfoever is not of taich 1s finne? Rom, 14 laft. i 
Butto fay, o#r Church doorss are, for ever | fout againft bim,is a {peech as, § 
untrue as harfh, for. as we waite on Godto afford, andon. him to receive: : 
light, fo we areas glad when he ts inf otrmed.therein, & ate ready co open | 
our Church doores wide to-receive hin. | sa | 
Some other things more flight I pafle by in his Marginalls on this Chap, f 
for brevity, the fubftance oi all. which may bee reterred to fome or other’ 
of thete heads.. : 


Richie tonite 


f — Anfoerto Cuar. II 1% 
> VE faith, ( Art. 1.2.6.9) That we account a publike vocall and expreffe VIS 
> d Covenant — to be the onely abfolute necefjary conftirnting forme of 7 true || ces 
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The anfver to We Ri bis Narration of - 
| Church, without which no trae Church nor weue members, bag allharlersand: 
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Heurterly miftakes the fubjeét of the queftion; for thofe Authors fee 


i quotes, declare not what iris that makesa avs Church, bura PVR Ee 


Cotigregationiall‘Church,as it is refined accordingto: the :placforme ofthe 


W Gofpel: And tofucha Chutch, (fay they) isrequired an expliciteCoves — 
nant, And'that they doe intend only fuch:a Church isplaine, 5 


1, Becaufe there are in the defeription of that-Churchthey meane, fuch - 


‘patticulars:Cas himfelfe layes it downes Art: 62) as can ‘belong onlytoa 
pure Church; as,1 Dhartbeywalke in all the holy ordinances of God: 2° Aecord 
| | ding to the will of God ; 3 Inone Congregation. All which (wee know) every 


Church (though trie)doth not, (ergo): 9 a 
2. Ifweehold that to every true Church this explicite Covenantisines 
éeffary for the confticuting of it,thien wefhould dente the Churches of 2! 


}, (orin them is not fuchan explicite folemne pubdliqueChutch Covenant) 
}| to bee true Churches: but that is farte from us, as Difcourfe of Covenant. — 


Pp. 36.37. 33, ergo, ie ‘ 3 ; is a 
3. The exprefle words of Anfwer to 32, queft. 38: 39. (ftom which he - 


quotes this 1 Article) (if confulted with ) wil'tell youthat a pure Church ~ 
|| isthe Church intended. Thereforeit’s cleareswhen we make fuch aCove- 
}) nane (as, RB exprefleth) neceflary,it issto a Church» as it's compleated itt 
) pall her integrals according to the perfe&tion required in the Gofpeljand not 


Bitte clicnce She very iirc esa ee ee PR eS 
‘This one thing being cleared, what-will how become ofall his Marginal 
colle&tions; exclamations, infulrations onthe 1. 3/8. Are, ee cryes oat of 
our unheard of rigidneffe, as if wewonld touch the freehold ofthe C hurches of 
England, and all the (harches in thewerld. But all his inve€tives are asat= 
rowes fhot into the aire ; for‘we hold-rio fuch'thing-as he exclaimesar. 
‘ Wehold (faith he) That without this: folemne lexmpreffe Covenant, notrue 
Church or Church members, but all are Harlors andconcubiaes; Ast.1 Che quos | 
tes Difcourféof Covenant; page 14. 185 19,20, 21,24. to proveit. 
From what wee laft faid this falls tothe ground as falle. May further! 
(Bleffed be our God) weenever wete acquainted with fuch’ Diale@in our 
Churches there, we hope fuch fore cenfures-are and ‘fhall'befatre from us? 
And for the quotations hee makes for thefe words,(I:marvaile his paper — 
lufhed not when he-wrote it, becaufe himfelfe did nor,for} lecany man 


\) reade over the pagesas wee have done; and fee ifone canbee found’ fo 


| 


muchas favoring.offuchathing. 
He reports (Article 1.) shat we hold 
the Church Covenant. 
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Church courfes of Nevv-eNGLann. Chap. 4: Ts 
_2. This isa device of his owne braine.for which we boldly againe chal- {5x3 
lenge him as being a thing not poftibly to be proved in any of our quoted - 19% 
writings in print,lct him Cifhe be able) prove himfelfe honeft by making | as 
it good, or confeffe his taule (as becomes aChriftian;) weprofeffe our fas 
hearts are juftly grieved ac this dealing, and the Spirit of Chrift inheayen | aA 
_alfo is (we feare) made fad hereby. em Ge : 

3. Inthis alfo he contradiés his ownte relation Art. 3. where heplainly §}35 


y) 
faithythat many that be within the Church Covenant are not ta the Covenant of oe 
é; aS 


Grace (and fo not in Chrift;) and yet here he faith, that by the Church Coven (ets 
nant aman is united to Cvrift, So the Church Covenant dothuniteusto | as 
Chrift, and it doth not unite to Chrift ;how can both thefebe true? This | a 
is too frequent with him, to lay things that are canttadi&ory to our BES 
charge ; and not a wotd of proofe from the Authors, as any ground of it. eS 
This lay oniimasafurthercharge. yy 
He reports Art. 2. That we hold,that joyning our felves in all holy felow/bip, 
cannot kuit aman a a member of a Church, And quotes Dif, of Coy. pag.2¥. 
for his proofe. nae. 8 - . 
In, he Aythour hath not one word to beare hima ont. : 
2. Wt wondeét what the man meanes to affirmes this ; for [ joyning ones 4 oS 
felfe in holy fellow/hip |v he knowes )is our ufuall and frequent defcription of f° 
the Ghurch Covenant, when wee {peake moft punCtually to it, and doe 
commonly forthatend; cite fer. $0. 5. At. 9. 26. 
- 3. Thatvery Auchour, and page, he citesto prove, We hold,that joyming 
our [elves in holy fellowfoip canaot knit a man as a member in Covenant 5 {peakes 
directly the contrary, in thefe words, Whex joyning, (faith the Authour ) , 
is ufed for a mans taking on him voluntarily anew relattog, (asinthiscafehee #< 
doth ) there it alwates smpliesaCovenant, | 
In Art. 3.and4. be would make as though we out felves{peak contrary | 
to our felves, in the one place ( he faith) we hold our Church Covenant tobe | xs 
diftin® from the Covenant of Grace sin the other place, That it is noe distin, fy 
but as apart from the whole, But we mutt digeft gtofferthings thenthisin 92 
hisnatrations: confiicwith his Auchor, and you fhall {ce nothingto is 
countenance him; yea he quotes the fame Authors for both, : | 
In Are. 7. He tells us, We hold our Church Covenant maft be vocall : but i= 
proves it not by any oneteftimony, wee canteade, anditsconttaty(wee ~ i 


are fure) to. our conftant prattife that admits mgembets into the Church 
by a Covenant agreed to by their filence only : and as it 1s contraty to out je 
practife, fo to our writing in the difcourfe of the Covenant, which ¢x- KK 
prefsly faith, chat filent confent is fufficient, and there provesit by Gea: 17.7. 
and Deut.29:10. nS 

Whereas hee had reported before of our rigorous exatting of our (0ve= | ne 


nant, and bow it naxjt be vocall, andexpre[{e,or it would not ferve eur turnenay, WV 
occ NSY 
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(An anfwerto WR. bis Narration of ¢ Be 

| no Churches at all without this explicit Covenant, oc. Now in Art. 8. he puls 
| -downe all he hath builc, and ceils us that we hold that a bare confent and a- 

| greement tobe members will ferve , And that mens implicit intentions to dot {ach — 
Wh,  athing may fuffice. es OS ee eee 
HW) © CHee gtofly falfifies his Authour brought to provethis minfing ofthe 

F{) Covenant, Difcourfe of Covenant. p. 21,22. where is not one wordthat 

a1 way. and which much aggtavates ) he ftill quotes the very fame Author, 
Set | and p.for our minfing of the Covenant, that he did (in Att 1.)for our ri- 

i gorous exacting of tt. 3 ngs ve pS 
| | 2 He flandereth.us, to make the world beleeve we run contrary waies,. 

, fometimes by over rigorous exatting the Covenant : [ometimes againe, that (af- 

‘ter all car rigour) We bring it [o low, almoft to nothing :. whereasinall our wrt-_ 
aur : I profeffe it folemnly ) there is no fhew atall ofany fuch differing 
-ptattile. -) : | wea got 
ss 3. Hence alfo, the ground: being rotten, his. Marginal conftruction. 
falls on his owne head. eae) Ve See ee 
4 Hee doth not only abufe his Authour and us. but himfelfe alfo, who. 
faidinCap.1, Art. 2. That New- England Churches walke in the fame Way- 
without any materiall difference; and yet this is the third time he hathtaxed- 
us for profly differing from ourfelves: How can thefe thingsbe> See. 
ie! many stofle faulterings in ane poore article, what are inall his. 
ook 2. eo ae | 
He {ets downe two of the formes of the Church Covenants which any: 
favory and gratious {pirit viewing over, and furveighing the godly fim- 
plicity of them, cannot (one would | thinke) but approve and relifh : yet- 

{ee this mans {pirit (fo prejudiced againft-us and all things wee doe,) that: 
~~ hecannot choofe, bur ( without reafon ) finde fault with divers innocent: 
| paflagestherein; As 1 That Wee promife willingly and meekely to fabmit to. 
Chriftian Difcipline withont murmuring, | te 
2, Thas we willingly will doe nothing to the offence of the Church, but bee wil 
Ling to take advice for our felves and ours, as occafion foall be presented. 
3. That we Will not be forward in the congregation to Shew our owne parts and. 
gifts in [pe aking or ferupling nor difcover the failings of our brethren, 

Now what.fpirit (but 7. 2.) would ftartle, fcofte, and quartell ( as hee- 
doth in his marginals.) pag. 17.18: 19. at {uch plaine-hearted and found: 
expreffions as.thefe, being’all cleareiy grounded on Scripture * 

He isangry withus allo, char we mention not (in our Covenants) more par-. 
ticular finnes and duties then we doe, and yetis offended that wee mention a- 
ny.at all; how fhall wepleafe him 2. SPP es at 

He tellsusagaine, that the former of thefe Covenants as fit for Weading: 
as the confti:ution of avifible Church, | Ee 
And then flies from New-England to fome particular Perfons here, »bo-_ 
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——— Church-courfes of Nawy-Exsranp. = Chap. 3. 
being Minifpers of Churches there (faith he) yet accept of fettled smployments, 5 
_ evencharge of foales here, and how-can they watch over their Church? . 


, know but two Minifters of the Churches there, that arein Eng land at 
this time, and how far both thofe are from fecled-imployment, much 
mote from taking livings (asthefe words [charge of fonies| imply ) God; 
_ their owne conf{ciences, and the people (ro whom they at prefent preach) 
canteftifie (little tothe comfort and credit of any thar thus flaunder 
thems I advif¢ himto refle& upon his words, and fee if there be nor 


x 


fomzhing inthem to. be repented of sand recalled. 


~ Buthow can fuch (fo far diftant) wateh over their Churchsand ¢camira, O6f92 


That hand of Providence, thar, upon weighty caufes, and wichtheir 44% 


peoples confent; firft led'themh ither, andupon like neceflary grounds Jog 
(beyond expectation) {till detains chem here, takes them offatprefe me 9B 
from performing that duty of watchfulneffe over theit people, asinlike 9% 
manner it doth to other Perfons, that are abfent from their Families and oS 
Churches by long {ea-voyages, watres, 8c. ; on 
And yetnote, thaty7. R. isthe more blamable in thefe carpingsatthe AF 
Covenants mentioned, becaufe he is convincedin his confcience(ashis gs 
ownwotdsare,Pag.17-) z | i ee 
1. That all things in thofe two formes of the Covenant (in a faire couftrutti- 5 
ion ) Care very good,-| | ES 
2. Thatifany other interpretation be madeof any thingtherein, iris 9m 
nobetterthen{an harth conftuétion,] /c is not withoura {peciall finger se 
of God; that himfelfe fthould firft commend}the matter ofthe Cove- [2 
nants ;t0be very good sand blame any other conftruction that fhouldbe fq 
made of it,as barfo. And yet fhould imediately,,in his very next words.fall i= 
upon fuch hath conftcuGtions infundry particulars, as he hath done, 3 
He reportsin Art. 11.08 ftrange and grofle an untruchito caliitbythe | 
faireft rerme) and that without any groundatall: #. e. Thar wehold (thar by 
this our (burch Covenant (asitis diftingyifbed from the covenant of Grace) i 9S 


that Covenant whichis fealed by the Sacraments, anafor the fealing ara ratify he 


ing of which the Sacraments Were principally ordained of God, | | Ms 

I ftand amazed at this report, wherein thefe 4.thingsiie plaine, which be 

he muft prove, we hold, Mee 2 

1. That our Church-Coyenant is chat covenant whickr isfealed by botly | 

| Sacraments. ag : | is 


2, Thatthis Church Covenants (thus dsftingnifoed frons the covenant of iw 
Grace) is fealed by the Sacraments. | war eee 
3. Thacthe fealing of this Church Covenant was the end of Gods or- 
daining the Sacraments, 

4. The principall end. 77, R, Now prove allthefe, elleyouwill prove We 


your felfe unfaithtull. Bs 
hs heat eee Al $s 
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dn Anfer to W-R. bis Narration of the —— 


i tas 


shor) ferves tofeale to our Fuftification, as circumcifion diayyet-not that Alone bur 


3 alfa she whole covenant (4. e, of Grace) with all the priviledges,as Adoptions AR. 


2.38, and fanttification, Gal. 3.26. 27, Tit. 3.5. fellowship with Chrift, Tit, 
3.5. The falvation of our Soules, Adat. 20.23, and the refurreétion of ovr Bo-~ 
dies, 1 Pet, 3.21. andnot only the covenant of Grace, which is common to all be- 
Beevers, but (aurch covenant alfo, which w peculiar to confeder apes, 
I Cor, 2.15+29.| | * : | 
Now here's not faid, ‘that the Chutch Covenant is[¢he thing) {ealed, 
much leffe the principall end of this ordaining the Sacraments, lea(t of all that 
the Church Covenant(as diftinguijhed from the covenant of Grace) isthe 
tincipallend of the Sacraments; butall that isfaid, isthis, thacthough 
Thittiacaion and the whole Covenant of Grace be the principall things: 
fealed imthieir circumcifion,and our Baptifm,yet all the priviledges of the: 
covenant of Grace, andthe Church covenant alfo are not without their 


_ Soare and benefit in the Sacrament, How far this expreffion comes fhort of his 
- affertion,let othersjudge. : | Sas: 


- Now fee his marginal noteupon this Art. [Here és (faith this commen: 
ter) 4 peece or two of (uch Divinitie,as I never read, but Uno abfurdo dato mille 


Sequuntur Icould refort, Here is fuch an abjurd foyfting in of untruths as E. 
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YAN his proofe we can {ee is Axf.to 9. Pol: p 63.66. Vletclatethe yer 
ry words, that he may have nothing to alleadge, [ Bapeifme (faith the An- 


accordin ig to: . 


sever hardly readin Heathen or Chriftian writers: and having: taken libertie- 


in afew chings at firft, now they come in by troopes. As he hath had ve- 

ry ill fucceffe hitherto all the chapter through, let us {ee if he wili fpeed a- 

ny better atthe laft clofe. ee ‘ . 
He faith Art, 12. Infants that were admitted Members by the covenant of 


- -sheir Parents,are notyet permitted toreceive the Lords Supper’, when they are 


come to yecres untill,y They have vunthrongh all the forefaid courfe of publike, 


& private examination,2.P rofe ffion of their faith,3. Declaration of the manner of 
their confeffion, 4, Perfonall, vocak, and expreffe enterbng into the fame coves 
tant as others of yeers have done before thena, and as if they never had beene madé . 


Members before. 
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 areallthefe> Nay, the Author exprefly tells'us, that children are entered in aS 
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— Charch-courfesof New-Enorawp.  - Chap. aie 
sheir converfion ? Where is his perfonall,vocall and expreffe entering intr the fame OF. 
covenant ,as if they hadnever beene received Members beforer Whole words ty 


—_ 2 en 
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to (burch covenaist already, and doe bur renew their covenant, and he {aith the 
wauft enter in dfreh, as if they had never yet beene received at all, ai 
This we mutt tel! him, 1s not faire dealing, and whar will now become 
of his marginall note upon the Article fo miftaken? : 
-. Many other colleétions (befides what we have anfwered to already ) he 
makes in his marginall notes on this chapter, by way of obje€tion againft 
us, which defervea little anfwering: ‘as; tA EE 2 : 
‘In his margent to Article 2, A ftrange yet bold’ affertion (faith he 
fpoken—without good fhow of reafon :but whatis this bold affertion 
That Fob and Melchifedec Were no Members of the vifible Church, | 
Fintreat the Reader to {ee ifhis Authors quoted for thefe words, willf 
beare him our inthefe [bold]accufations of us orno All thate4xf, to 
34.37. faith is this. We mzke no queftion of the falvation of fob ana lus friends, 
yet it 18.4 great queftion whether they were of aay rifible Church or xo, (and givesie 
his reafon) feeing the vifible (burch in thofe times feemed to be appropriated to they 
pofterity of Abraham, cc, of whofe line it cannot eafily be proved that all thefey . 
wen didcome, Anda)l the other cited Author((%/.to 9. Pof. 66.) faith, isp ey 
this, 1enoWhere read (there as this. reafon) that Milchifedec, Job and bis four) OS 
friends were circumcifed, neither doe we believe they Were ; Now tee whether EK 
1. we fay and conclude; that thefe holy men_were inno Church, 2. if wey ty 
boldly affert it, 3. without good fhew of reafon, 4. if there needs.a margi- } 54 
nall confutation. py 
He faith, that Bapti(me, thoughit.doth norreally admit infants into the vifieh Me 
ble Church, yet formally it doth, Gc. | fe 
He {peakes befides the point, for the queftion is, not 1- What doth fore} ss) 
mally and intheceremony, but really, admit Membets: 2.0¢ Infants but 1K 
suen of yeers:3..not into the vifible Church, but a particular congregation 5) = 
fo he ent have {pared this labour, which makes nothing for him, or a~ 99 
gainit us. | | 
To his long Margent to the 3. Article; wherein he grants .acovenant in|] ty 
a four-fold fenfe, burdenies and inveys againft the ftriGtnefle of ourf s 
Church covenant, I fhould have an{wered, but becaufe he builds all upon fi % 
a grofie miftake (which was anfwered already in Article 1.) % ¢. thar mel) by 
make this vocall and expreffe covenant neceffarily for that conftituting of atruel 
Church, and (ay.that all [ocieries are whores and ( oncubines without it (a {peech]) ea 
abhorred of us) I paffe itby, and tell him: that what he builds upon fuch]j fy 
rottenfoundations, will rere mole | wa. | ye 
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He makes foure falfe {uppofitions, and then drawes {undry conclufions} iz 


w 


of his own from.them, and fo fights jwith his.own fhadow, pag. 15, ee We 
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i An anfwer.to WR. his Narration of the 
— As firft that we hold the Church Covenant és the. Covenant of grace, 
2. That in our Church Covenant we boldit neceffary and athing effential ~ 
le the Covenant, to make réperition of the whole covenant ofgrace.; 
3. That oar covenanting to performe dutiesto on owne Church binders onr. 
communion with,and care of all otber C hurches: \W hich things being nothing 
N{o, but meere miftakes, all his collections from them vanifh in the aire, 
| 4. That fome men doe enter into this Covenant aud yet are Ania siedsebas ig. 
ts a Way of God, and fo cannot fafely engage themfelves by this covenant, 
} Whichallo (being a meere fancie ot his owne) I pafle byes 2 
The next isas ftrange as weake, p17 #.¢. That if we have a fet forme ofa 
) Church. covenant impofed upon all that enter into the Charch, and this read in a 
h booke, Why may We not as well have a fet forme of Prayer and leiturgie tobe read 
Waa Churches > | sa | oh eS ee ae 
) The Narratour fhewes ftilla good minde to fet formes, it is the third 
time he hath been harping onthisftring; © ene oe hese 
Firft.for Overtures and fhewes in members, then for fet and flanding rales(or 
1 formes)iz admiffiovs now for fet formes of prayer,and that in ( burches,are to be 
|read alfo in a booke.He was hatd driven for arguments, elfe he would never 
thave produced this as a ground for fet formes of prayer in Churches, For 
|(he might know) -thete isa large breadth of difference betwixt a Cove- 
)nantanda prayer. For 1 the one'is prefentedto God: himfelfe only, The 
/iother ro man alfo. . 7 > ORS COR 
} 2. The feverall Articles and all branches ofthe one had neede bee cer? 
\tainely knowhe and agreed on beforehand, that they. may pun@tually and 


89} }') deliberately know what the particulars are they engage themfelyes to 


} Godin; no fuch ground for our Petitionsin prayer, = 1 

i. 3. Theonehad neede to bee written for remembrance, left we fhould 

| forget, (in crat of time) what the feverall branches were we bound our 

| {elves unto, according to fer. 50. 5:. L A perpetuall Covenant not'to bee 

| forgotten. | I know no fueh ground for ‘our Petitions in Prayer, nay it. 
|-iS impofhble to doe it. i ewig ad efter 


| 4. Set formes of prayer are a ftinting of the Spirit, whohath promifed 
| to enlarge our fpirits, by helping out infirmities in prayer, as well inmat- 
) teras manner, in Whatsas well as Howto Pray. Row. 8,26. Wee know 

} no fuch promife forexcemporary affiltance in the matterand forme ofa 
}Covenant. . ne “ 


| 
1} 


6 * Church.courfesin Nuyv-ENGiane. — Chap. 344 aS 
_in great degree buryed,and the prefenting to God the feveral and continu-135 
all neceffities of the congregation extreamely hindred and refrained: 
Neither of which are done by a fet forme of a Covenant agreed unto,andy sy 
tead atthetakingofit#-",- . rate, ‘se dS 
-. >. We have expteffe warrant in Scriptute for afornie of words and 
writing of a Covenant, ( we is the very ne we até blamed for) fee Neb. 
9.38. And becaufe of all this we make a fure Covenant,and write it $c feale J 33 
‘to it. And Nekem.10.29.to the end of the chap.there ate fet downe the ex- Irs 
prefie Articles, forme and words of the Covenant that was written and fgg 
fubfcribed and fealed by them. Let him fhewus the like warrant inthe ]@ 
word for a Liturgieor fer forme of booke prayer fora congregation. I ies 
much wonder that a grave leatned man, ( efpeciall in {uch reforming Je 
times as thefe fhould fo farre forget himfelfe as to make {uch parallels.and:#e 
talke ftill of Liturgies, — | |  e& 
He faith x. in chis Marginall, thar the Church impofeth that fer forme of rie 
Covenant (invenved by one or more) upon all the Members of that Church, ies 
Hee reports inthe 9. Atticle (to which this Matginall belongs,) That fs 
the Covenant is ever iu one and the fame forme of words, as well as matter, in the Wey 
fame Church, : ete, ES 
Both whichate great miftakes. 2 To the formers though the forming } os 
‘of the Covenant be the worke of fome one ortwo at firft,for how can it i 
otherwifehe ? yet itis never impofed on any, but all that are to enter into fF 
Covenant have full liberty to confider and confuit about the matter, or}3 
forme of it, or give reafons for-addition or alteration of any thing in te. | 
So that the forme of it, as well as che matter,is by his owne act: or confent 
atleaft; andafterall, if hee hath not light and ground; he 1s(in nocafe))}; 
forced to it. Ifthis be fo, he fhould not have called it 4% sapofing of the co- § 
-venant upon the members. | | 
2. The other is miftaken: likewile. For any Church hath and taketh.) 
liberty as they fhall {ee juft caufe (if chere be a defe& or error inthe matter jf 
or formeoftheir Covenant made at firft ) to alter it, and renew itbefore } 
the Lord, and bind not themfelves to continue in any overfight, becaufe. | 
they once fell into it :; and fome Churches have fo done.” 

But we may here fee what a taske #”.2. hath undertaken to make Nar- 
tatives of Charch- cour{es in fuch places, where himfelfenever came, but’) 
re(ts upon uncertaine and various telations 5 T his is one reafon why he 
fo often ftumbles inthe darke, and rufheth upon fo many foule miftakes : 
in every Chapter, Lhope it will inftru&thim for fucure times. Sense! v=. | 
fanivimus omnes, | | | 
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| Twill doe him the favout to helpehim out of this Qraight, and falve his 


»| repotc honeft and right. Sey ore 

Yet, withall let me give [you]. afew. Avimadverfions, by way of bros 
| therly counfell,.and I pray take them well. _ ea $ 
1, Sce, what it isto wrong fo many godiy Saints, and faithfull Chur- 
| ches upon private various informations, and your own miftakes, and fo 
») breake that 9. Commandement of our ever bleffed God. ~ | 

2. Whiles youlive, undertake no mote Natratives of Church-courfes 
in places youareno better acquainted withall; left (at unawarrs) unhap- 
pily you f{peake evill of things you know nor. ECR coe 
_ 3. Whenamattet lies before you, that admits a doubie conftruction; 
| be fure you ever take it in the better,and norinthe worfer fenfe. In thofe 
|| two reports, you {ee ore good fenfe (which indeed is the teuth) and thar 
} Ihave given you: Another bad; and that your felfe have taken, for when 
I) you ftood amazed in your Marginalls atthe,contrarietie of the reports;in 
I, the conclufion who mutt be beaten but either your Informer or elf{e New- 
| Exgland Churches , for practifing {uch fosle, yea more foule contyadittions 
(as youare pleafed to {peake) andyetnote, you fee neither he nor they, 
but your felfe only isin all the blame. peer ene > be 

For the proofe of both thefe 1. & 2. Articles,;whom doth he produce; 
| forthe x. Article, but the Anf.to 32.9. p.43. where thére is not one word 
|( mor jotto prove that the Churchesin New-Exgland are erected without 
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theMagiftratescognifcence. ee 
_ Then for the proofe of both the Articles (where thiscontradidtion lies) [8s 


ie y = ° é be ® ° 
_be prefent at tke place, and time of thesr meeting, to give them advice, dire tion, 


tiem to enter into Church fellomfbip,and [o remain Without the pale of the Church 


y8 weighty bufineffe as in the fight & prefence of God, withtafting 8 


*% 


Charch-courfesof New-Encuan ps Chap. 3. 


3 


he produceth &. 1. to WR. and makes himthe father of that monftrous - 


- birth of a foule contradi@ion now this R,A1.is a godly & Reverent Tea- 


cher of a Chutch there, who would not write fuch a feeming contradiQi- | 
on without clearing of 1t-fome-way or other.. Ever have we found him | 


- foberand wary.in all his expreffions. 2. This Ry Cis hisold loving 


friend alfo (who I know doth dearly refpe& him,) now I befeech you +. 
R; in the bowells.of Chrift, to confider, if this be ana@ of love towards | 
your deare friend, without his confent, to di{cover his letters to the world | 
which .wereé written -to your felfein private, (for thofe that know you 

both cannot but know who this R.A. to WR} is) 2.to make him the Au- _ 


thorof contradictions 33.fotofallupon himin your Margent, (whom 


you know folovinga friend, and fo godly a man) as one that reports to 
youfueh thingsfor truth as they neither hold nor practtifeinN..€ 
Which 1s little better then to givehim thelye, lleave my thoughts 
with you, defiting you to take notice ofit. | 
In Art.3. 4. to the end of the chapter, he reports (and that truly ex- 
cepting fome few miftakes) the manner ofthe firft confticution ofa 
Church in New- England, | : serie hs 


As, That [uch Perfons as are to enter into Church fellowfhip doe beforehand of i 
ten mecte privately, tobe inwardly. acquainted With each other [pirits by confe- 


rence, prayer, matuall examination of each other, till they have approved then- 
felvestoeach others confcience asinthe fight of God, ana before they joyne, they 
give notice to the Magiftrate and neighbour- Churches, tbat [uch as pleafe may 


che, the day apppointed is kept with fafting, prayer, and preaching, ec. towards 
the end of the day each of thofe per[ons now to be Churched, makes publike profe|fi- 
onof his faith and the.worke of gracein his foule,exc, When the Adeffengers of the 
Magiftrates and Churches have heard and confidered,if they be unfarisfied (or a- 
ny ftander by) they make their objections, Gc, and if fill unfatisfied, they forbid 


as they did before ; but if they be fatisfied, the [aid Per fons enter intocovenant thew 


thefaid Meffengers give them the right band of fellompbips and returning back, ¥ 


make report to their burches that fent them, 


Now what can #. 2. or.any man obje@againtt the fubfance of things 
done inthis. relation: (fome miftakes. only excepted inthe laying of it 
downe.) One would thinke che godlinefle of the Perfon joyning the 
plainneffe, and fincerity of their’ dealing from the: beginhing tothe end, 
theit care and indeavour to docallas becomes Saints;and to beginthis ho- 


nd 
ere 


prayer ; (atleaft) fhould ftop mens mouths from {peaking ili of chem a 
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| Which I defire toadverrife him of inthe fpirtt of meeknefle, 
|| ches, he wellknowesthe meaning of that words It doth not become gra- 
I} vitieand holineffeto give fuch deriding words, not /#dere cam fanctis, 
1 Godheares all our words, and fees the {cope of our heats therein. But if. 
he meant inocently in it, J fhould.be forrie, that foncenamed it. 
) He fpeakes twife, borluin Art. 6.and 8. of the Meflengets. of the Magis 
— ftrates {ent tothe gathering of cheChurches.. - ES 

)| But there isno fuch. thing done, the Magiftrates come themfelves in 
}) ‘perfonif they can, or if not, they fend no Deputies or Meflengers, the 
1 Churchesindeed fend Meflengers(commonly their Elders)to lend them a. 
1,| ‘word of counfell ifthey need,being more experienced in thofe ways,then 
§| (cOmonly)new beginners ate;to joyne their prayers with theirs,& to give 
them the right hand of fellowfhip : But the Magiftrates fend no Deputies. 


ed, they make their objections as they. thinke fit, untill they-be fatisfied. 

Then (in his Matginalls upon ie) Ir’s aw hard thing ( faith he) to farisfie all. 
commers, in what they pleafe; If any objeftion be aguinft his life, 1t muftbe 
prefently, and openly declared before the country .T his ts bitele Wifedom, lefjecha=— 


Here are many unwife and uncharitable paflages laid unjuftly to our: 
charge, andall thofe without any proofe at all but onely 4, 7. J, W. 8: 
who knowes where to confule with them?- ei aa, 
Asx, That any fhander by, yea all commers may question or obje th, 2. and that 
even what they pleafe,3. if any failings bein their hives they are prefently ana 
openly declarca beforeall the country, Which thingsare nothing fo: Fort. . 
‘None may {peake a word, but foberly and orderly; And 2. not without: 
leave defired and granted; 3. nor how much hee will, nor what hee’ 
~ pleafe; but things very weighty and neceffary, And 4, not of any failings: 
totheir difparagement. Forif- they be unfatisfied with any ef them in: 
point of difcipline, or matters of fact, they are firft to deale with them in. 
‘private, {eeing they know before both the Perfons, that are then to joyne, 
and the time and oceafion of that daies meeting. And (1 am confident) ne-. 


W| veraGodlyfober man.will write other wile : It’s little Wifedome or charity 


(Jam fure) for hinvto afficme things fo contrary to the truth.: 
That if the Meffengers be unfatisfied With any of thofe that are about to enter 
into Church fellow/bip, they are forbidden'tol enter ento Church eftate. 


felves fuch power to this day,(nay they profefledly exprefle againft it,con- 
{tantly in {uch meetings - )as to forbid their. enttance into Church eftate. 
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| their wayes. Yet 7. R. failes in his dealing with them in divers ipoints) 


He reports in Art. 8; That if the Me(fengers or any franders by be unfatisfi=. 


This is. as wideas thereft-Forthe Meffengers never atrogated to them-- 
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~ Inthat offenfive phrafe, faying; thofe Perfons comenow to be Card. cS 


"The moft they doe (at any time inthis cafe) is, todefite leave to be faith- 3 
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—— Church-conrfes of N#VV-ENGLAND) Chap. 5 i 
. fullininterpofing t cir Ci un fell, and.that only, when they fee very preat | 5 


tome 


eR 


caute : And withall leave them to theit Chriftian liberty. peat 
~ Now having an(wered to the Articles, we will{peake fomething to [es 


thofe of the Marginalls, on this.§. chapter, which ate not touched alrea- ae 

. ‘He tells us, Mat. to Art.-2.that there are too many here Who runne the fame ont 
— Church-courfes with us, that bald ipat.the Magistrate hath nothing to doe with — on 
phe fwititable. oct, ea : ene feist gt chetry I Reina a 
~~ Burr. he knowes: (or may know atleatt) thatthis opinion is utterly a- es 
saint our Judgement, -practife, and eftablithed lawes in New-England, 4m 
therefore it no wayconcetnsus.. | is 
a. Nordorhitany. whit reflec upon our caufe, (which heis too rea- on 


’ dy uponthis or any.occafionto difgrace) fornone are more dependant 972 
upon Magiftracy, then thofe {they call Indegendants;) from whofe prin- | 67 


ciplesthey never {ucked-that dangerous opinion, therefore he did nor |e 
well-togive {uch by-blowes to innocent perfons and wates. _ 
3. If this fhould.be a blot to our-caufe, that fome of out Chutch-way | ¢y 
hold ill opinions; let him make it appeare,that none of his way are gtofly a 
RA 


tainted with Popith and Arminian leavin,or elfeblot outsthisMargent. Jigs 
(He faith) Margentto Art 2, (It feemes to him) We have little leffe then ¥¢ 
a compound Presbyterie fet up amongit us, ana Church. Canons in att, though not 10s 
in rale, and gives his in{tances for this. | is 
2, Astitis (faith he) az agreement among ft the Churches and Minifters that 4° 
no Church {pall be fet up there without the knowledge of other Charches:|There \ 5S 
is a compound Presbyteric. | | ihe’ : 
2. Thasno man foall preach or vent any new or uncouth tenants y untill firft 

he hath communicated them with his fellow Minifters,\ A very good ( anon, | 
3. That fach as are to enter into Charch eftate, do wjeto meete together before 
band to acquaint themfelves su private with each other [piritnal eftate.|aCanon | 
1, Doe Canons bind people to obedience; fo farre only.as they pleafe | 
to agree unto them, and no further? thefe Canons are an agreement. 
2, Doe Presbytetics confit of whole Churches, for he faith, (as itis an} 
agreement of Churches as well as Minifters its little leffe then a compound Presa j 
byterie) Lf Minifters and people both doe tule, who fhall be ruled over by 

this Presbyterie? 7 

3. He anfwers the thing and conttadiéts himfelfe (both at once,) for he 
(aich Att. 2, this giving notice to Magiftrates and Churches, of aChurch | 
cobe crectedsis by alaw of che generallconrt , and cannot beashe faithin | 
Margent, an agkeement of Churches, therefore no Ecclefiatticall Canon, | 
Suppofe many Godly Minifters in London fhould agree amongft them- | 
‘felves, that-every one fhould preach downe the fuperftition of (that they | 
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| their reafons to the contrary) they would not preach for or againft difci- 
)) pline : would 7. 8. callthis agreementa Presbycerie, ora Canon? 
| Let him fee then how extreamely widehe is in the other. i 

| Uf Churches (faith he) fend Deputics or Meffengers to reprefent themfelves, — 
and to ack in their roomywhy not én A Synod aswell>Marg-toArt.6. © — 
|. I€Churches fend their meffengers, or chofen men,to conferre and con- 
| fult onely in a Synodin their names, without any Authority of conclu: 
| ding and determining of matters, or (much lefle binding their Churches — 
| to what they determine of; ( whichris our cafe in New- Exgland (as we have 
» faid) ] know nothing againft fucha practife: But if Synods doe more, 
| and goe further, hisallegationistonopurpofe, = Soa chek 3 
| If [oneuch time(faith he) be [pent in joyning [even oreight perfons togerher inte 

- one ‘A hurch, how much time wonld be requsfite to toyne 3000 together ? but the 
eT pijtleswent a fhorter way, Marg.to Art,1o, 7 ie Bee Saale. ok 
Confider firft, r The Gifts, Graces and abilitie of difcerning, that were 
inthe Apoftles above any Minifter now living, who as they were able to 
- preachwith lefletime offtudie, {0 to difpatch and turne over weighty 
bufineffe with more {peede and dexterity, then weare. — SA ty © 
2 The extraordinary, wonderfull and vifible flroke of God upon the 

{pirits and hearts of mea that heard Peter at that time; the meeting; the: . 

language; their underflanding of it; Gods affiftance of Peter, and blefsing 
| onthe word, all extraordinary: Such aday,fuch a Sermon, fuch effects 
| asnever were before, nor like to be, to the end of the world; fothe powcr 

| of God was remarkable in their converfion,fo alfo in their exprefsion and 
| demonftration of ir; So that there necded little uiall when God fpake 
himfelfe from Heaven. i: | : 


ednfwerto Cuar. VI. cee 
"TE reports(to recite fuch things onely as moft neede An{wer,and let the 
reft paffe) Art..1.2.Zhat we hold, that Chrift hath invefted with all power 
any that are in Church-fellowfhip, that though they be allillizerates yer they may 
make ce examine all their O fiicers,co wnmake & depofe them when they fee canfe: 
| foto doc,and preach expound and apply the Word With all Authority,yea and-doe st 
|| without any reference.at all to their Officers (as Officers) When they have them. _ 
If Idid delight in retorting, I could fay of thefe words, as hee of Hol- 
lind Minifters Apologies Theyre a meere Gull, for almoft {o many words 
{o many miftakes. The Narratour fhould have doze well firft to have pros. 
ved all the Churches.and Minifters in New-Exg/and roen out of their 
|| wits, and voide ofcommon fenfe; and then hee might more eafily have 
| made the world beleeve they hold and praétife fuch a congeries of abfur- 
, ibilities ; For elfe many of them there being well Known. ae 
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wae, Church-cour(es in N EVV- ENGLAN De + Chap. 6. 
“to bee learned, godly, and fober men, no wife menwillbeleevehimehar | 


they can hold, that , ; | a 
oe 4. é ‘ ‘ ae ie ae Bye 
i, [hirerate men can examine Paftors fitneffe, PE iS 
2, Depofe them at pleafure, Ap seg ib te SEN aor 
2. Preach expound,and apply the word with all authority, vi as B= 


4, And that withous any reference to their Officers at all, | | 
5. And ( which is moft ftrange ) that (Corift bimfelfe harbinvefted thefe ilite. |x 
rate ones with all power to doe all thefe things. ; pied Bs 
~ For x. Itisa received practife among{t us, that wherrany combine into 
*- “aChurch, there is oneat leaft ofthem indued wich able parts of humane i 
| and divine learning, that either hath been a Minifter in our native coun- ae 
“erey,or is ficto be one amongft them who.ufually and frequently preach- aN 
éth to themafter they are united.Sothatalofthemarenotmen illiterate, | ae 


and W. R. himfelfe knowes thistobe crue, forthe Anfwer tothe 32-quelt. Jon 
42.( which is the very page,hee here quotes) dire&tly faith this in fo ma- or 
ny words. : | } ies 
2. That thofe iMiterate men do examine their Minifters abilities,and that webold Vb 
shey ought is another great miftake, for fo wee fhould put menupon a oh 

- worke beyond their reach, which were idje; whereas the ttuth is, thac(if Tag 
thé fufficiency of fuch men as they intend tocall into office bee not well joy 


knownetothem ) they ufe to call inthe helpe and afsiftance of Eldersin § om 


‘other Chutches to furveigh their abilities, and to informe them theretn,. gs 
-that theteby (as well as by their owne experience of them and difcermng, 
of their gifts) they may be able to sive in their {uffiage for election when. }% 
the time comes. | 3 

. For their unmabing and depofing them againe when they (ee canfes,. Wee: | 
hold and profeffe it a thing moft'injuriousto Jefus Chrift himfelfe inhea- | 


Set 


VHS 


ere 


yen. & to his Minifters on eatch,and fuch a thing, as(notonly Chrift will, | 8 
fammon Churches at the great day to anfwet unto, but) our Churches. | 3 


there will alfo expect (atisfaction from them for ir, ifthey fhould thus de 4 


pofe Minifters (as he faith) When they fee caufe, unlefle Chrift himfelfe fhall. | Ss 
fee good caufeto allow: their. fact to be done according tothe rulesothis |x 
owneword, Weearefo farre from holding this, that wee proteltagain{t: | i 
fuch praftifes. | | Leahy ; |e 
. Andto few how wary wee are in this point, no Church dares truft | = 
her owne judgement : but our manner is, as his quoted Authout tpeakes. | 
An(wer to 34.q. of p. 41. Our prattife ts 1 removal of Minifters topave |i 


counfell and alfiftance from fifter ( brrches. 

4. Whereas he faith alfo, That we holdthat men illster ate fhould preach 
with all authority( which isa worke and a taske for the ableft Minifters to: 
performe ) is as farte fromus, asany of the other. For though wee deny 
rot, but in femecafe; fome able judicious experienced Chriftians, my ns 


£ MES SAIS D. ake! SS wae 3 = : 
AS Re AA TAN me EN BR AL COW 1D ro A eG A 


5 EAH Gs eDno,) ils. HO ERI PDA OO Otte ss 
Pant Vsut Pent eek Peuir ee f) y Ye ry K Sy ZN PRS 


humbly 8¢ foberly,when necefsity requires,as.in the want of Miniftets 3c 


being invited thereunto, difpence now and then a wotd of exhortation to 
‘their brethren. This is farre enough from Preaching in an ordinary way, 
with Authority; which are words of his owne, put io withoucany 
: 5. But for hing to adde that we hold they may thus preach when they have Of- 
ficers,and that without any reference At all to them, Is extreamly contrary . 
our practife, and furtheftfrom thetruth. For this would dire@tly croffe 
Chrift his inftitution of calfng Officers in-his Church, and make .mecre 
cyphers of them, whofe Office it is not onely to preach, but to mle 
and governe the Affembly; to open the doore of {peech toany in the con- 
gregation, and to fhut it np by filence, fo that none may fo much as {peak 
without his allowance. | 1 ORS tage She 
~ And this expreffion of his is contrary to his owne Narration in Att. 8. 
where he faith, That fome of the edits we afcribe toour Miniffers ino fice 
are to declare unto their people the minde of God, and to moderate in Church- 
, ares : yet here he fpeakes cleane conttaty to himfelfeand the truth 
tlon es: pone ot esi 
6. Forhimtoadde, That wee hold thar Chrift hath invefted thefe illite. 
rate men with all power to doe.all thefe things, fo farre beyond their power, and all 
ordinary poffibility, contrary to all rule, and to hss owne inftitation ; isto put up- 
onus one of the grofleft abfurdities that ever.was heard of; evento make 
Chrift crofle himfelfe, and to be a patron of confufion in his owne houfe, 
by invefting them with all power to oppofe his owne rules of Order. 
Now let us fee what grounds our Nartacour hath to lay all thefe char- 
_-gesagainftus. You will thinke, fure his proofes are {trong, or hee would 
never have ventured, to blemifh fo many thoufands of Gods faithfull fer- 
vants in fuch fore accufationsasthefe. True hee quotes many, and (that 
Imight {ee his bottom, ) I have furveied all the printed Authors in every. 
page quoted; and(J folemnly profeffe it) tharnone of thefe particulars re- 
‘ hearfed.as hee hath laid them downe, «much leflein themall, will any of 
them beare him out: and I defite the Reader-to try, whether I blame 
“him jaftly or no, by perufing thebookes. = 9 
Bur that you may fee how foberly and cautionfly his quoted Authors 
{peake of Churches ufing theirliberty,1 will write theit own words. Aa/. 
tO 32.q.44. Wee conceive every (burch hath right from hrift to.tran[akt all 
their Church bufineffe,(but markethe cautions) lf [0 be they beable and carry 
matters justly, and according rotherdles ofthe word. How different are thofe 
words'from his? yetthisisthe very.placehecites. 9 2 
You fay, W. R, you undertake onely tozel aftory.of New-England 
Church way, but now youmake a {tory of your own, and frameit, and | 
mould itafter your owne fafhion, You can.fo addeand altezasto make — 
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-  Charch-courfesof Nuw-Enciranpn. | Chap. 6 “i 
ir fpeake as you pleafe, that wee and our waies may feeméodioustothe  |dy 
Churches. Is this 4 erurhing of it in love(as you fpokeinthelaft words of gi 
your Poftfcript?') and date you prayforablefingonyourbooke(asin fg 

- the la(t words of your preface youdoe:; faying ) Now the bleffing of heaven Pt 
goe withrhis pore Pamphlet, when 1t is fo {tufted and bumbafted with fuch 
fearefulluntruths and {launders? = ie PPL | 

Art. 3: ell which (Church matters ) Wee elaime power ( faith he ) to oar 
felves to doe, withent any Anthority, concurrence, 0 afsiftance of axy other 
(-burches or Officers. oy . nach | ae aS 

Authority iseither immediately from the perfon,8c that {ome callcoercive An) op 
and forcing ; or from the rule, and that fome call doct tinall, (noleflebin- | 
ding then the other.) Theformer in tranfacting Church matterss wee ufe 
not, for want of Sgpiute stounds, that Chrift hath given any other 
Churches or their Officers power over us. The latter upon al occalions we 
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improve by calling in the affiftance of other Churches,and hold out feives 

bound to follow their countell as farre.as it is grounded on the werd. Kez 
Art, 6. He faith we hold the Church (if jhe concesves thatthe Offisersdoe | ee 

not ufe thesr power well) may refume it unto her felfe. on 


If he meanes ( while they abide in their Office ) they may docthis, . 4 
wee mutt profefle againft his relation; for tithe Ofncets docabufetheir | 
power; the Church exhorts hina asa father, to fulfill his Miniltery recei~ os 
ved fromthe Lord, as-Col. 4.17, and ifgreat neede require, they may ad- 
monifh him, and if no other meanes will pofsibly cure, they. may at laft- 
for incotrigble going on inmaniteft abufe of his places excommunicate 
him:. but inno wite, whilehe abides in Olfice to refume their powers | 
andenter upon hisworke: And obferve him againc quoting his Authour: 

to beare him out in his fpeeches, who is not tor him, but againft him. 
Anf, to 32. q. 58: where he faith, that nomember without breach of order and 
prefuming aoove his place, may doe our CMinifferiall atts of C hurcn Governee | 
macit, but tbe Presbyters may onely doe them, Which Anf.of ours doth alfo: | ie 
takeoff thofe Marginalls, pag, 26. and favesus further labour,and part of | 


® the 7; Art. alfo that {peakes to the fame cffed. ke 
| He faith Art. 7. We hold the Of, ficers are all. but the Churches Servanisin VR 
propriety of fpecch,ana the Charch the Miftris, 


That all Officers are the Churches Servants was no ftrange thing to.a 4 mE 
Minifterfarre better then any ot.us,2 (or. 4,5. O#rfelves your fervants for WS 
Chrifts his fake. But ( becaufe he mutt needes keepe his hands inure)hee =} 


6. 


wallin this, (as almoftin.all his Articles.) be ftill adding fomething of his. 1% 
owne,toblurre the bufinefle. Therefore he faith, wee hold Officers but. | 
the Churches (ervanrs, which word (4wt)] umplyesa vilitying of Minifters . |: 
and their place whereas we have learned toefteemethem very hghly for 74 


Rayr 


~ their workes fake, 1.7 4¢/. 5. 43, and alfo that they ate onely lergantsn0- : 
as thing; , 
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de anfwer to WR. bis Narration of the 


thing, bat; fervants ; whereas we know they are Governours alfo. 2. He 
adds another expreffion of his owne,é# propriety of (peech,and makesa great > 
Fer fhould be afervant in pros 


— ftirre in his Marg. on that Article, that a Mins 1b | 
priety of (peech,, ( whereas it is his owne addition, and not our {peech.) > 


, ‘ 


. The Officer may be {uid to bee a ruler and afervanttoo, indiverfere- 


fpe&ts, as Heb. 13.17. with 2 Cor-4. 5. And Chrift himfelfe'is both, and 
fois the greatett Prince inthe world, a fervantto the Common weale. 
But his {pirit is loath to acknowledge this, and labours to evade it, by fuch 
atsuments as the Bifhops made ufe of for their fole power inthe Church ; 
but wee know, to be tervants of the Church, is no other then tobee 
for the (harch, and net the Church for them equally ; And {o he that 1s a ruler: 
inthe Church may be wellfaidto be afervant.. In this cafe the maxim of 
law holds good in Divinity, that a King 1s /ingslis mggor, univer fis rainor, fo 
the Church Officers ate fingulis maiores, Ecclefia minores. 55: Cage 


! ; . 


To Att. 9, That every member ( except women and thofe under age) hath ca 


quall power even with the Minifters themfelves in propounding , obietting, an- 


[wering, andindiciall decreeing, and giving fentence in all matters of the Church 
whatfoever whether pertaining to Deétrine or prathife, 


t, 


The relator ofa ftory, (efpecially, when hee pretends and promifethto ae 


write nothing material) butfrom his cited Authors) fhould bee faithful, 
_andnot make bold grofly to vary from the matters manners words,fcope 

andall,much leffeto cite Authors that fpeake againft him ; but if your 
reade his Author, e4n/. to 32. q: p. 44. (the place cited evennow you wil 
finde » That the (harsh (indeede ) bath a right within ber felfeyto tranf= 
att her owne matters, but how ? according tothe rights of the word: did 
the word, ever give people liberty cquall with the Minifter 2 doth itnot 


profeffedly condemne ftich doing in the Church ? and yet this isthe only? 


printed Author of our own,that wee can come at, brought to iuftifie this 
abfurd Article. poo. jap Sa 
Befides,all men know (that are feen in our wayes) it is againft our prin- 
ciplessto have people propound and give fentence in the Churches decrees, 
thefe being aéts of ru’e proper tothe Officers, as Anf. t032..q.57. 58s. 
plainely fpeakes; and yethe faith, We boldthe people have power, yea e- 


guall power, and that with the AGuiffers themfelvesy even in all matters of the 


Church whatfoever, 


» 


“Now whatwill become of his Marg. on this Art. full of exclamation 


and clamout? This body (faitli he) is all aw eye, all tongue, all Governours, all 
teachers, contrary.to the Apofiles rule, ec, wherein he fights witha fhadow; 

and weleave him foto doe, mag tel; BY Rati Se 8 OW 
ogi He tells us in Art. 10. and the Marg. that wee hold al thingsought.te 

have a full debate inthe prefence of the whole fociety, untill al be Satisfied. em oF 

- Marke his words how large, 1 Ali things: 2 A full debate, 


etsy 
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be fo before the whole focietic 2 till all be fatisfied: And not one word (wecat . jae 
come at) to prove any of thefeunive falls, whereas (the truthis) wenei- | 6s 
ther hold fo, nor prattife fo ;but bring as few matters as poffible, incothe - |KS 
_ Affembly; rather labouring to take all things up in private,andthenmake — is 
_ asfhort work in publique, (when they muft needs come there) as: may be. oo 
Now what will become of that long Marginall wherein (founground- 
ly) he makes inveGives againft us. and our popular government: (asheis fag 
pleafed injutioufly to terme it) for making fore of Worke in or congregations, | oF 
in hearing, debating, examining all matters till all be fatisfied, Which will take ye 
up (faith he) not an bower or two in a-weeke, nor i every day of the weeke, nor on 
fearce allthe whole mecke rime will (uffice to finif bufineffein that kind that may | 
fall out; and tire Minifters and People, andbreake the Sabbath, by keeping He 
Courts thereon, &c. And fo goeson at random to {peake eyill of thingshe igs 
_ knowes not, whereas many of our Churches are oft for many dayestoge- | 
ther, and weekes, and moneths alfo, free from {uch heapes of matters as he on 
. dteames of, and oftentimes from any atall. | is 
: But this is his dealing, firft he makesan Article ofhisown,for words, | &% 
matter, manner, withdivers univerfalls in ic, exprefly contrary to the i 
 truth,and without one word of authority for ir, and then draweshis = | os 
own-colle@ions from it,with courfe language and bitter invectives. Pz. 
In Art.ir, hedeales exceeding ill (at leaft) in 6. particulars in th is Vee 
one Article.t. Hereprefents usto the world asa people unfet.ed, and re 
_ ftrangely divided amongft out felvesin the way -of voting. Some (faith Ke 
|. he) affirme,that the major part carries matterss others, that unleffe all doe a- Hee 
_greesnothing proceedsyfome, that things are not carryed by voyces at all, but by tN 
truth and according to God, root EG 
1. Letthe Reader note well,that our Narrator undertakes to relate the 44/7 re | 
Opinions and praQifes [generally held bythe Churchesin New-Eng- | 
dandy asin the title pag. 1. And thatthe Churches in New- England walke | ‘S 


inone way: And yet herehe brings 3. relauons, croffing each other of 
our practifes ina very materiall point of Difcipline. How can rhe Chur- 
ches practife one way and yet goe 3. contraty wayes at once? and how can 
_ he cruly relate fuch things as are{ generally] held by all the Churches, and 
yet cells usshow they hold and pratife 3 feverallthings atthe fametime? _— | 
For (I confeffe) it he had undertaken to declaretiie practifes otfome par- | 
ticular men only, and not of Churches ; or of fome Churches, not of the 
Churches of New-England in generall: Or sf all chofe Churches were not 
ofone, and the fame-way> (but he profefféththey are, and that without 
any materiall difference) then his taske were eafier to fhow how they 
walke in3. feverall. waies atonce. But now Ileave him to untie the knots 

and fave his credit. | ie 
2, Here he pretends to bring Authors to prove that the Church 
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New-England,( who walkein one'and the fame way) doe walke in 3 wifes 


yerall waies: Doe: his Authors fpeake true? how thendoe we waikein 
~ oneand the fame way without any material differences (as he faid when 


he would make hisadvantage by it) doe they {peake falfe » why then doth. 


hebring {ach for the ground of his Narrative, that fo abufe him andus? - 


Ha Anfiuer to W Richis Mapravion ofthe 


or el(edotht he miftake their words, or falfifie chem (that is worftot all) _ 


In cicher of which, we mutt needs innocently fuffer. 


‘Here you fee his {peech verified in his Poftfcripespag. 50. That whether ; 


the reports he brings be true or fal{e, i’snothing tohim, = oa 
3. Now we will{can his Authors quoted, to fee whether the blamelies 
onthemor himfclfe, the firft pretended proofe is Anf, to 32. q. pag. 60, 
61. 62., ; TR, eee ot SAS s 2 
That the whole body mult agree, el/2 nozbing can be done, Whereas this Au- 
thor faith tio fuch thing, bur che contrary rather, thats ; Thar if the whole 


body accord nat at firft, but rheminor part difagreeth, there are other means parte 


Ly Within themfelves, and partly by calling in helpe from ether Churches to bring 

matters toaniffae. This plamly fheweth that fomethings may bedone, 
whenallagreenot, AGREE EP Bene ai ae 

- The 2. proofe is for this. That fome things are not carryed by voyces at all, 

but by truth and right according to God, Andcites Anf.to 32.q 58 60,who- 
faith to this effet, that the Wwordis the only rule whereby all Church votes-are 

carryed’s and that matters are not tobe carryed (only | that is. farre enough 

from [nota ails} by multitudes of voices, Por though the word oftruch, 
(weall grant) be che only rule of Church proceedings, yet the means of all: 
tranfactions in our Church mutt be the lively voices. of the Saints , Sze, 
Thus his proofs failing, who mutt be the father of thisunttuth, caftupon 
New: Englandyou may well judge. 


4- Note yet further, whereas he quotes Anf. to. 32. q. 61. to prove,thar: . 

nnleffe allagvree nothing can be done : Yer from the fame Author, and felfe-_ 
fame page(inthe end ofthis fame 1s. Art.) heconcludesthat though. 
ome difagraay yck weatter's may be ended, and the ret proceed, ‘Fhat as he often: 


peakescontrary toh tnfelfe,fo he can wake his Author doe the fameifhe 

litt, che cam (as fhips ufc to doe at fea) faile contrary wates wich the fame 
winde. - ¢ .. : ae 

5s. And yet (whichis worfe then the other) he would feeme to hice 


and cloake this. dealing of his, and Jay: the fault upon our vatiablenefic, 


and fay (fomerimes they grant, &c.}asil we were (like the wind) fcz- 


times one way; and fometim:s anothers yet all is from the fame Author, in. 
the fame page,at thie fame time.And often you will find this word [fome- . 
time}to be brought in throughout the beoke in the fame fenfe-(ashere,} 
to make the world beleeve that our judgements and practifes ate vatiable,. 
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Church, courfes of Nevv-wNGuAND. . . Chap. 6. 
x 6. If ale(lernumber ({aithhe) diffentfrom he greater neither cangive [atif= : 


t 
abtion to them, or will receive tt from them,and.econtra;but frill perfift in dif~ - \fee 
hen the major part ( after due forbearance and Calling anthe counfellof — | aS 
; AE CES FE ae 1 oD ' eh ys) 
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fenting, t : 

neighbonring ( burckes) admonify— andcenfarethem. ns 
-Phis Che faith in the Margent) is harfh cealing and uncharitable |S 
“and foolih, yea deftructive, and fpaces no wouds chat, might lay ek 
Joade upon us. Yea, but it may be his grounds for proofe.are found, ze 


and fo he may bethesmorebojdito blame.uss. buthe cites. onely. eLufrer 
to 32.9°58.61. whofe words ate, Af it. appeares that {uch as aiffent from the 
maior part be [ fattionfly or partially carried | and after thercfi hare laboured — Om 


ro convince them by the yrle, yet fill they continue (obffinate] they are admoni- — | as 
LG | in ceertniall 5s SS abi Cast | on 
“Now fpeak w7.R.is this faire dealing, firtt ro pretend proofes, $z leave out J 62 
the moft material: words, and fecondiy blame usforharfhnefle when | ~S 
there isnocaufes here you fee Is 1 faction, .2 partiality, 3 both thofe os 
appearing, 4 obftinacy, 5. continuing in obftinacy after meanesufedac- [22 
~~ ‘eordingtoruies allthele betore the cenfure of admonition pafled; bur jee 
youin yourrelation leave out allthefe wordsofyour-Authors,and putin = | ois 
{uch of yourowne as will not fomuchenforeeacenfure asthefe,andthen = ag 
taxeus (at your pleafiire) and make bitter invectivesagainftusinyour | o 


Margent?: It I fhould haveretorted and (aid, This dealing of yours is harfhy 8 
uncharitable, foolt/, deftruttive, Oe. it would have troubled you : (yet you ie 
 attebur a-fiigle perfons thofe;whem you reproachatewhole Churches, | 
miany Cliurches of Saints) but wet have learned whatthe Apoftiefaith, 4% 

x ‘Pet. 3, 23. and toforbeare. This Article being thuslaid proftratethere = |g 

-- Gsnothingat all inhis Marginal extraCtion worth anfwer, a |. 
He blames us Att, 12. Phat me deny unto the Courch all powertomake | 

any particular rales or lawes in things indifferent. ( conducing tothe. better, Gas &z 
vernement of ber felfeand more orderly and cafying perfornaance. of Gods worfhip) | PR 
according tothe generall rales of Scriptures COC. - Paki he 
“oy He hath falfified his printed Authors alledged for this Art. e4nf.to 4y/ 
32..q 66. Col. Cap.7.where is nota fyliableofchings smdif-rent, for, wheres 
as they indeede demic Churchespowerto make lawes about; Church'Go- 
yernements Sc. their words Scmeaning are exprefied, 1:1s only in fuch 
matters where the Scripture hath madelawes already, andthereforethey — | 
fay; The Churches have no power t0 make lawes but to obferve tho/e Lawes which | 
(brit bath given and commanded, and doz alleadges Mat 28.20. Dent.g3.3, I 
Toby 20027. None (lhope)can thinke this.a thing. indifferent forusto add 


lawes to Chaift hisowne lawes| and this is all they fay. 


& 


1 
ay 
; 


3a 


$f 


petbesabasa te 


car Ifyou meane :L by making: of lawes] iniersing of plaine and neceffary 
coriclufionsitrom their propergrounds in Scriptures wee grant a power in 
hfotodoe: yet fo, as ee fhailnot be binding; unlefile, che evi- 
Pinerronreterentaes ewasieece: 2 dence 
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dence of the confequence be made appeare, as Rom. 14. 5. 22. 23. Bur it’ 


Principles, fuch as the Bifhops were wont to doe. [ All things muftbee 


_ decently done and in order, J therefore a Surplice, a Croffe in Baptifme.a 
* bowing atthe Altar, 8c. we deny it; as an inlet of all humane inventions. 


Many of the Marginalls of this 6 Chap.are already anfwered, fome few 
remained; as eet ee ids BOP NSU Saati "Ben ic a hela 
Who would not long to be churched feeing they are indued with (uch a vaft pow= 
erp thisis a [weet mor[ell;zo marvell peoplesteeth fo Water after it, OC. pi23.° 


alfo water after it ? Ie is I fuppofe becanfe the people havea voyce in 
Charch matters, and Minifters cannot cartie all, 2 Why doe you thinke 


_W-R.that peoples teeth fhould fo much water after this way ? fecing they . 


are under many watchfull eyes, a tri Covenant, difgraces inthe world, 
fharpe cenfires (and overharfh too if all you fay be true ) therefore, why. 
fhould they fo muchdefire thefe waies thinke you (they being fo croffeta 


corruption that would have elbowroom) unleffe they didfeeandifecleour 
~ beauty and warmth of Chtiftin them? This ts the true and reall caufe. 


The word ( faith he) ant the Sacraments fhauld be both fetled on the 
pagia3y oageeiebge a2 RPE Dam 
To Preach by Office (whichis thé preachtsg that Chrift there gives in 


| Miniftry, [Goe preach and baptize, ec, ) Why doe wee Separate, them? 


~- commiffion co his Difciples being called to be Apoftles ) is proper.only to 


Miniftersy who are to waiteupon teaching, Rom, 12.7. andthispreach> 
ing and che adminiftration of the Sactaments are'ever joyned together: 
inthe fame perfon. Bue there is a preaching inva larae fenfe. 2. ¢. fome= 
timesto apply a word of inftru€tion, exhortation, confolation: if neceffi: 


_.ty thal! require , accordingto their talent, being invited thereunto, and: 


thismay be common to other godly and able Chniftians, though not cal- 
Ied-into Offices as Art. 8.1.4. where the Whole Church ( except the Apo- 
ftles-) were {cattercd by perfectition , and they that were fo {eattered. 


Cwirhout diftinction of Minifters or people ) went to and. fro preaching, 


therefore others (befides Minifters) in fome cafe may preach the word, if 


you take [preach }ina larger fenfe. | ; | 
3. For the two inftances hee bringsp. 24. of Peoples snabilitie of iudg— 
sng, electing, voting, ec. from Holland and Biffon, es pes 
1. The beft-people on earth nay have theirhoure of temptation 5 and 
perfonall failings doe nor hinder the goodneffe or truth of the rule. 
2, What Church inthe world hath nowpofibly firft or laft , given :or: 
elfe may give ftrange inftances of humans frailty = but fill you.count.theis. 
way good: c jae Qiao: SWB eae) 
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[by making of lawes ]] you micane a drawing of conclufions {rom remote — 


; 


~~ Feantell you who longs not for Churching; it is #7. R. himfelfe, who : 
- withheart, hand, and penthus oppofeth it; but why doe not his teeth 


Eat Ki i 


Charch. courfes in Nevv-En Gane. 
-°3. Eventhofe Churches you mention were. able at other times, both |& 
before and fince, to aét.as becomes prudentand godly men, though pofii- | re 


bly at that time chey might fhew themfelves to be but men. 
4. Thefe’ perfons recovered out of their error, and lay not init: you 
fhould Have mentioned this as.weilas that. - re sail Cle 
Af the Officers(through erupt of con[cience, perhaps )refufe to att according 
20 their (i, ¢. che peoples) minde, they will ( & they holdthey may)call fourth any |. 
other member to do, and enable him with power to doe all that their O ficers Jhon dive 
have done, except Sacraments, aye ion 
-* Amoftunjuft and flanderous report, and without any word of proofe ; | 
fo now we mutt father 1t upon him, and doe here require himrte prove it, | ey 
for almoftevery word is an aggravation + but I ftudy brevity, and men- | 65 
~ eioned this before Art. 9. ts : | ie 

Fhey comsplaine in print, that their Minifters are flightedamong ft them, yea | Op 
trampled upon by fome, And mentions forthis Gor, on2, vial. p24. of 1 
whofe words judge, and you fhall not finde one werd'to watrant him. 

All hisinveétives againft us onthe 1x. Article Matg. for extorting acon- | 
fent from (uch as diffent from us, is exceeding flaunderous,and-not a ward | 
‘true,nor any tittle of proofe,for noneareever admonifhed for difienting, | 
but for fa&tion and obftinacy, as his Authors fpeake, as was {aid before. | 

Let me heare cell the Reader, there are fundry unfound and uncouth < 
paflages in this chap. ( as indeede through the whole booke) which fot | 
brevity, Iam forced to paffe by, and (indeede) not worth my ume. Tin- | 
treate thee to take’ all his fayings with a graine of falc: knowing from | 
what fpirit they proceede. Ta 5 | 
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ie this 1. Are. there are three things that will be found toolight. | 
1. Heaffirmes, we fay, all men are bound to be fetled members of a. parti~ | XS 
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|| thevifible Church :(as the Anfw.to 9. pof- Pp. 62. to, which this Author 


S| | other particular congregacions both in England and elfe wheres ( befides 
~ourowne ) that are true Churches of Chrift; ofany of w hich, if they be 
members, it ts firfficient. to make them within che vifible Church ‘of 


-gtofferenent to our charge. 


q counted defpifers, Cc, yea wicked and prophane, 328 
| art. 12, bur you will fay ; fire; his prooies are {trong which make him 


_ der butto review his proofs which I will relate ver darsm, Anf.to 9, Po/.62.is 
| oneof them he brings( which faith thus, ) We maintaine communion With all 


69,T0 be without Church fellowfhip isthe cafe of fome beleevers, and Anf.to 32. 
| 9.11. is(another of his quoted Authors, whofe words are thefe, ) Some 
|| Chriftians that are not without Chrift , yet are not within any particular 
Church, is sas oe, eee: 
4] || © Thefe are the Authors.and pages he brings to prove the cleane contrary, 


yet they directly fay, Some fuch are godly perfons, beleevers in Chri ee, 
Yea,he hath an expreftion(as he layes it downe)exceeding srofle, which 
isthis; That whofoever doth not becam: a letled member (if poffibly he can) fir- 
neth; AndCmarke what followeth) Lwhecher hecan or nu] — he ts accoysa 
ted — prophane and wicked. He would make usup for the moft abfurd mén 
thareverlived; that whether m:n ca ( po[sibly ) for fo his word is ) iniey 
Church fellowfbip or nos he is connted a prophane mar « But the blemith will, 
and mutt needs fall upon himfelfe. © © > = spite as Sse 
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they not delay awhile ition, a8 or Sh Wal OE 
He anfwereth, we fay [no.] but the place to which he pomts (:Anf, to 


32.queft.p. 28, )faith not fo,buc chus. 4 man 15 alwaiesbound tajoin himfelfe 
to fome Church or other, of poflibly he can, Nowdoth notw. R. know there 
isLa, poffibiliry ofconvenience] whichthe Anfwet rouftneeds meane? 
for it’s a conftant and allowed courfein New-England tox more to forbeare 


Te 


——— 


ees 


| ‘Church; as youdefcribed, i.e. ofa N/E. Church, are withoutthe vifble 
--Church, but that if m2n be not mensbers of {_fomse particular Charch or other) 
| they —. may [in fonse re[petl] be faid to bee without the power and priviledgrs of 


- points makes itevident.) Now #: &. I-hope' knowes-wehold theteare 


Chrift. Yet fee,how againft out exprefled judgements, plaine words,and - 
_ the minde of his Authors, hee would makeus odious, by laying fucha . 


3. Dhat whofvever doe noe become fetled members of our C hurches; area = 
Hee againe rowles the fame unhappy ftonehe did ofice before, cap: 3 Bag 


boldto affert this, (now) the fecond time : Therefore [ intreare the Rea- - 


godly perfons, | though they be notin Church fellowfnp with ws? and Idem. Pe 


i.e. that we account all non-members, wicked, and prophane men;and 


~ "To’Marg. of 1. Art. hee propounds s quettions concerning tranfient © 


1, Q. [fit be very inconvenient and difcommoadions to ioyne at prefent, may 
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charch-courfesof Navv-Encuane. Chap 6 | te 
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joyning toany Churchfora time; after theycome thither, meerly toa |e 
voyd difcommoditous inconveniencies, which over hafty joyningfome-. |G 
times puts menupon. 3 ice | 
2. Quett. Why doe we not give the fame liberty to all to be tranfient Mom: OF, 
bers, as we doe to [ome? © gas te ae: v4 ee | 
en. Becaufe allare not fo freeto abide with this orthat Church; Jes 
where they joyne at prefent, (as othersare( by reafon of fome {trong de» | 
firesand pre-ingagements of joyning with fome other congregation, | 5 


which at prefent they cannot remove unto, or elfe the other (as yet,) not | es 
entred into Church-feliowfhip; and fo unfittoreceive them at prefenc. 
3. Queft.. Hew doth this agree with the renour of the ( ovenant, thar limits no. ie 

time > | Ss 
e4uf. There may be, (andis){uch a claufe put intothe Covenant of a. |82 

“ eranfient member,zi=. Eduring their abode with that congregation. } ke 


Queft. 4. How doth this agree with the fenfe of the Covenant, rhiags | FS 
| binds them to aske counfell of the (burch in cafe of removealls. | 
eAnf, Tknow not what informations he hath received, Ifhouldknow | ie 

our prackifeas wellas 7.8. (after my 10. yects experience, having beene! | a5 
prefent,at very many Church-gatherings) but [never heard (or heard of}: |g 
fachaclaufe pur into any Covenant, and yet three times in hisbookehe. | @y 
mentionsthis : Let him leatne hereafter. 1. to be flow inbeleeving infor- |e 
mations, 2. flower to priat them tothe world, 3, ready co retra& them, if | 
it be done already. BIS ase ) 


SESE: 


Hefaith, Arc. 5. That if the examiners conceive aman’ not fit to enter \O 

into. Church-fellowjbip, then he’ is there flaid, without any farther proceedings. ic 

He fhould have added [only for the prefent]elfe he leaves the Reader: | 

toconceive that fuch:a perfon is ftaidfrom Church fellowfhip for ever, a 
which himfelfe knowes to beuntrue, as appeares by: his own words; in the: ze 

7, Art. where he faith, that {uch a Perfon ts Staid only for atime, whales all ze: 

| things are eleared, | | , press i= 

| -Tohis Margent Art, 7, That if the party bea Woman, or weake, whois to | < 

| be admitted, then their examination are taken more privately, 

Is not this contradittory.to. what he faid, Chap. 32 Arts 6; That the de- | 

claration of their knowledge and grace mustbe made in publique, before allzhe | & 

Charch though never fo many, Now to preffe alltomake theirdeclaration pe 


? 


befote the whole Affem)ly, 8 yet to.accept of fome weaker ones doing of | 


~ ip more privacy (which indeed isthe truth) are a’ contradiction... | 
Elere he makes ewo objections. | : ke: 
Ho'y foal che Church kpow the fisnelfe of (uch, (4.¢, asare examined in pri- iS 
vate?) me gE 
JT 


- ..By.che, ceftimany of (uch godly men whom they berruft with theireri- ||’ 
all; wha (chougathey have. nor abfolute pewer to: determine yer)ma- : 
Ik KIng, 
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\ Ldn anfmer to WR. bis Narration of the 
\ king (uch reportto the Church as they accepr, the Church proceeds to ad-" 
Armitchems:) Lusso sia angles oe oboe 
\| why is this favour fhewen to (ome, not to others,is mot this to be partiall 2 conn 
Retr ary (0.1: T ta, 5s 200 Si MAREN NS | SESS 
Hii Partiality 1s co refpe& the Perfor’, not the caufe, here the caufe is re- 

It {pected not the-Perfon, or the Perfon forthe caufe : Some being more 
} weake, and fearful], we rather tender; (as 4¢eb would not overdrive the 
} feabler fort of Ewes and lambes) left they fhould mifcarry, : ee 
, | ~ Art. 9.He reports , That infants of parents that are no members ave accoun- ~ 
| ted to be without the vifible Church, andin the (ame eftare withthe (Children of , 
Turkes and Heathens, exc and writesin the Margent, cold comforrto (brif- 

ftian Parents, and cold charity to their Infants, Re Ne 


pat ees: 


: x. Ic werecold comfort indeed, if that he faid weretrue, but (bleffed 
| be God) it isnot fo. For though {uch infantsbe not as yet Members of 
My this or that particular Churchthere, yet (he knowes) we account them 
| (and their Parents) Members of the vifible Churches of €xg/and, witneffe 
| our writings in print, difcourfe of Covenant pag. 36. $cc. Therefore -he' 
| much forgets himfelfe, tofay, we accornt themto be without the vifible 
 C berch, | cae : 2 
| é 2. Tofay, we elteeme them as Children of ‘Turkes and Heathens, is 
‘amoftuncharitable and groundleffe cenfure, unworthy of his penne or 
)} our pra@ife, to which weanfwered before. The Lord forgive him {uch 
i} hard {peeches. SG eS. | i 
itil . Por his quorations ( Anf.to 32,9.20.21.and Af, tog. Po/. 61, 62) if 


- 
“ 


AnjwertoC war. VIII. 


| op bis chapter is {pent (efpecially the Margent) in invectives againftthe 
i + ftridtneffe of our Church Covenant, thac reftrains men,that they can- 
}\ not haveelbow roome,and be at loofe end.when they pleafe, I will gather 
| the ftrengcth’of all he {peakes in this chapterinto fome objeCtions,and ve~ 
| | ty briefly anfwer them. Oy 
|. member (faith he) cannot removefrom a Church without our confents, 
foaght and obtained, Art, 1. | ma 

It croffeth the nature ofall Covenants inthe world, for to diffolve the 
‘Covenant without the confent of the other : And fhallthis engagement, 
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Church. courfes of Nevv-ENGLAND. Chap.7. 
‘moval whé.& whither he pleafeth.ge it may bealfo not without apparant 
fin without acquainting the Church withal,& getting approbation fro thé 
_ The Church may be partial in their own case, may not fome of orher Churches 
be confulted withall, rather thea this + pag.32. Marg. © : 
Shall aman infringe this Covénait; deprive the Church of her proper 
- right, andJay-her under blame of partiality upon ameere {uppofall, chaz 
the Church may be partiall: Let this Churchbe [firft] confulted withall, 
rather then any other, (and good reafon too,) for the Covenant is made 
with her : and it itappeare fhe is (indeed) partiall, then let the countell of 
other Churches and Mipifters be called in, which was neyer yet denied a- 
ny Member, and Jhepenever will be, . arn 
But what need aman confult with the whole Church? what if his reafons be {e~ 


cret, OC. | 3 Obj: 


The Covenant being made with the whole, (teafon {peakes) the Anfw eS 
whole oughtto untiethe knot, But if chere be ome cafe extraordinary, ee 


where the grounds of removall may not fafely be divulgedto all,as I con- | 
fefle it’s poilible foto happen, letthe partie but intimate {o muchto the es 
Church, and defire chat {ome two or three faithfullmen be intrufted, and ie 
what hindets? - | 


it is not good to touch this covenant, pag, 32, | ie 
1. A gracious {pirit counts it no bondage but freedome; to beconftantly e4n/x) Sy 
under the {weet yoake of Chrift in Gofpell duties: and {uch and no other 
ar€ the particulars of our Covenant 3 ah, lecnone be weary of this butall Ex. 21.) © 
beasthe fervant in the Law, that might have gone out free, yet (loving ng 
is Mafter well ) chofe rather to abide with him for ever. ee 
~2. Yetifany man be defirous, and ftedfattly bent to depart, the Church 

never holds him againft his will, chough the fees little or no weight in his oS 
reafons, and Lhope it is not the ca/e of marriage, fo cafily to be as folved, | r= 
But if the (burch be not farisfied with his veafons, he Gocsaway tacitely acon= §, Objd Xe 
fed, flasdered, yea virtually caf} ont and curft, | | Hoe 
Sure Tam, chis is accufing, flanderons, andcurft language :not fitforafo- 47. | 
gtave man, by that law in Ifvael,w.R.would goe neereto be amer= Devt 2 Bs 
id fttiped for this defamation, What would he havechemdoe when '? | tz 
annot be fatisfied with the grounds of his departure 2 muft-they | 

aé& againtt light andconfcience, and fay. they are fatisfied, when chevesie ty | 

it, efpecially when they {ce a brother (haply) running into evill,or 


; 
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it, by fuch a remoyall > Ali they can doe, ts (through indulgence} to 
id their voteand leave himto his own liberty. And yet they will 
sr accu/e or lander him, much lefle curfe bimor caf him ont: Thefeare 
s fitfor nothing but retra&tation, and repentance... _ | 
men be once entred into covenant, be is fo vivegedinta it that hecan hardly 6, Obje 
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ever get out of it, but muft continue in tt, though perbaps against his confcince. 
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Ibid, 


- To my beft remembtance,| never heard of,or knew any godly Chateh: 


‘member that repented of this Church: way, & defied (upon that ground) 


to makearetreate. ; ae 
. 2. Itany fhould be convinced in his confcience (as you fay) that there is 
fin in it,and fhould (after all meanes of information ufed)folemnely profes 
and make it appeare ingenuovfly that he dareth notinconfcience proceed 
oninthofe waics; | know no Church that will detainehim? 

. How foali this man, thus difmaffed without the Chugches approbation and Lets 


, 


ters of recommendation be received into any other Church? | 
How many lines doth he (pend (to no purpofe) aboutuntying this knc 7 
and when he carinot unloofe 1t, (for that he knows notour practifes there) 
he falls out extreamely withus, and our way as harfh.and rigid, 
[have read of Harps (alame woman ini Seneca) who {till contplained 
ofthe roughneffe of the way that made her mpe, but faw not herowne 
lameneffe to bee the caufe. I will not ftand to make application, 
but unloofe his knot, by celung him 5 Though a Church cannot fee caule 
enough to commend fuch a petfonas we (peake of, toanother Church, 


- for his Departare from them, as being not cleave in ic chemfelves ; yet (hee: 


being a godly mam; and of a good converfation inthe generall) they may: 
and doe ufeto commend him for his godlincfle,8cc. andin prudehice,con- 
‘ceale any. fuppofed error, or infirmity in his departure from them : And: 


the fy. 


upon fuch ateltimony he is received, and fo neede not bec left asan Hea- 


-_ 


Anfwerto Cuap. 1X, 


> pat ite firtt ching meets us is a contradi€ton, for herche faith, implaine 


© termes, That wee in New-€ ngland conceive men may betrue Cbriftians, 


« qphether they beia (hureb effate or no. But chap, 7: Art. t. he affirmed abfo- 
“\ durely that whofoever isnot aetled menaber of a particnlar Church is accounted 


by.u3 prophane anid Wicked, a 

v:. How isit pofiible; that both ehefe parts fhould be true » can Wew- Zxg- 
Zand Clutches count rie fame mers at the fame time, to be erae Chriftians. 
“and yer prophane and wicked ? Seewhata {tory this mult needes be, that 1s 
‘hus full of conttadi@tions to it felfe, and inno fi mall and trivial things, but 
5a the steateft points of our Chatch Difcipline. - Ts 
<. Pe faichagaine Atta: 5; Thar we fay, that the Sacraments and fome othe 
Church Ordinances ave to be adminifired, and doe belong only to the member $0 


phe fame Church, and notto the members of any other Churches, ~*~ 
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2 Church courfes of NEVV-ENGL A Dee ah ES Chap. 9. 
. * a @ tie Hy ) 
Hee fecakes flatly contrary tothis; cap: 10; Are. t. inthelé words, we Anfi 
evant that feverall Churches have acommunion amongit themelvesnx in forme ay 
“hnrth-ordinances, as Sacraments: how cant both be trie? They hold; and. 
Be sheyhold nots They do, oe they donot : fpeaking {till of the Churches of New 
Englandgenctally without the leaft reftraintordiftin@ion 5: yea asi if hee 
had ftudied to make his contradi@tiontulls he exprefly: and in bot parts 
of it mentioneth the Sacraments; that Wee deny communion, infpeciall, in 
[Sacramenis | and we grant a communion, in fpeciall, in the |. Sacraments : and 
againes thé communion (faith he) ts neither betwixt (Minsfters nar members, 
aad this communion ts both betwixt Mimfters and members, Andboth of them -- 
wichina leafe one of the other; in his bookea : a eins 
wR. himfelfe mult of neceffity grant one of thefe three things; either, 
‘gamanifett contradi@tion by himfelfe ina maine poincin his ftory. Or 
2. that his Authors or intelligencets have written or fpoken contrary 
concerning out way, And foa man would thinke hee hath little ground 
(in con{cience) to build his Narrationupontheirteftimony. Or thirdly, 
thar hath ‘abufed thera at his pleafire, and warped theit words to what 
fenfe he lit; all which are very iiiina Narrator.’ | bane 
Furthermore, There confidently avouch; and fhall make it sood); that 
thofe printed writers by him cited, are allconfiftent to themfelves in this 
point of admiriiftration of Sacraments to members of other Churches,and 
‘not oneof them croffing another or himfeif. Therefore | muft agame(but 
with griefe of heartto lay fuch loadonabrother ) lay this dealing upon 
him, in the fight ofall that have beene mifled by his Natrationvo yo | 
Nay, IT wit fay motes {f Lcan not prove plainly that thefe Authors ce 
cited doe not only noc juftific him,but write point-blanck again{t him, I i. 
will beare the biame.v#4, An/.9. Pof.62., We doe nor({ay they appropriate the aS 
[eales only to members of onr own Chure hexclaaing all orher Churches of Chrift. ee 
and ‘Cot. Cat, p. 7. The [epper (faith he) % difpenced tothe faithful of the fame ' 
body, or recommended to them by alike boay, and e4z/, to 9. Pof. 78. inthefle | 
words. The members of ather Churches doe mutually communicate at each others te 
hurches, even as often as Gods providence leades them, andthey defire tt. | 
Laftly.itall this be not enough to open his abufingus S¢thetrathsiwill = | 
- gofurther to fhew you.that he ftiil cites theveryfame Author to prove — | 
both parts of this contradiction ; Cand this is no new thing, but frequent 
| with him.) For in cap. 9. Art. 1.hiecites Anf tog. Po. 62. to prove we = tk 
hold communion with other Churches and their members: andalfocap. § 
| yo. 4. hecitesche fame Author and page for one Churches communion 
with another in theSacramene: But herean Ate'5.when hee would prove 
|» the contrary. i.¢ that we hold no communion with otber Church usembers. in the 
} Sacrament: he brings the felfe fame Author and page for that end, +. ¢. 
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~ An anfwerto WR. his Narration of the : 
And thus he doth not with that mentioned one Author only, but ferves 
the reft in like manner; as A7/. to32.q. Apel, R.A4, 10 €.B. muftallcome 
-intoavouch both parts of his contradi@ion ;the one in chap. 10, 1, for 
communion ; the other in Art. 4.5. of this 9. chap. again{t Communion. 
And this he doth not this once onely, but in other places in this:booke ( as 
we have fhewed; and fhallagaine) and yet thefe Authors-give him no 
occafionthercto, but {peake all the felfefame thing plainely,:and.con- 
-_flantly withoutany variation. VCep AGT SEQ — a 
He faith; Art. 7. We hold that aman that 1 (us jurisymay vot laWfully ftand 
. amimber of fuch a Church in \which he cannot enioy all: Gods ordinances, or Where 
any corruption ts {uffered, but if hebe ioyned to it, he mujtfeparate from it. 
_ ‘Phe Nartatour-knowes ia-his owne con(cience,that this is not {poke 
(by hiscited Author) of our Churches in Ne- England, but of the Parith 
Churches in O/4- England; nor of-allahe Churches in O/d. Exg/an4, but of 
fuch onely, where a man either cannot enjoy fome ordinances of God ; or 
elfe live there without finfull conformity : (for. this: was: written by his. 
Author in thetime ofthe Bifhops reigne.)) 3 
2, He alters the Authors words and meaning;and that groffely, for hee © 
faith,:we hold aman muft not contsngse infuch a (burch where any corruption is 
LE ffered nnreformed.{ Buthis Author faiths in (uch parifh affemblies where. 
& man foall and muft (himfelfe ) conforme to thofe corruptions, there his ftan- 
ding 1 wnlawfull, Anf.to32.q.32. So hee leaves out the very netves and. 
firength ofthe place which is the ground of.our both. with drawing.z ¢.a 


neceflity of finning. | | teow 
You find him againe ftronaly pleading for impofed formes of Prayers 
Leiturgies. Arc. 8. with it’s Marg. This 1s the fourth time he hath harped. 
on this ftring 5 1. he was for Overtures, 2. fora kinde of NV, £. Primer in. 
admiffionsof members, 3.for booke prayers, 4. now, (and that more ful- 
ly then before) for [#mpofed] prayersand fet Leiturgies : whither he will. 
soe next, I know not. IfGod had not pittifully lefthim to himfelfe in this. 
Narration, (1am confident) he wouldnot have come thus fatre as to haye. 
ufed {uch arguments.as thefe, that éf Wwe ie» New-England allow fet formes of 
Pfalmes, and of. bleffings of the people; and formes of Church-covenants, and of 
Catechifing, Gc, Why not aswell fer: formes of prayérs impofed?. But tothis. 
having an{wered before, I leave him tothe Father of truth to fhew him his. 
errors, | | . 
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| Anfwer' to Cwa Ps X 


‘A Re. a: hefaith (and that truely;) Wee grant that feverall Churcheshave - 
“Ma communion among ft themfelvess. whereby they: doe and may partake with 
ach osber in the Sacramengs. pete 
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Church. courfes in Nevv-Ensrax beh Chap. 1 O° |e 
, Of the contradiftion betweene this and and chap.9. Atte4 5, it is {po- |e 
en : | fie ) ay 
ken to already. © ele sprite sea -6 lass < me ex 
» Only here note 1 the fulnes of affitmation(in this Art. }for our commu- Rs 
nion with other: Churches in the Sacrament 3 we have (faith he) 4 commu. | os 


nion among ft our felves, 2 #7 the Sacraments, Cin {peciall, ) 3 with /everal | C2 
Churches, 4. we do and may partake, § each with other, 6 mutually, o'andthis |S 
both betwixt Ainifters and peopte,Se 8 we not only prattifethis:bat grant it Os 
may.be fo; And yet when he comes to fpeake of theather pattofthecon- | [62 
_ teadichion( +,ethat we have no communion inthe Sacraments). (asif he 
ftudied-to crofle himfelf jhe is as fill invhis deniallof it: cidvcap/g. Att 4 5. 
_.2,Note how thicke his fayings and unfayings fall in. Cap.g. Art, 2. He: | 
affirmes, we hold Communion with other ( burches and Church members, and | 
then prefently in 4; 5. Art. of the very fame chap. he exprefly denies, thae 
me hold any fuch commurion = Then againe in the very next chap: (the 10. ) 
Art. 1, he Gith; as fullas canbe, that we hold ccimmunion muinally with otber 
Churches; and by and by in chap, 12. 8. ‘as fully and expreff=ly denies a- 
gaine that we holdany fuch thing: Tie man being an able and judicious 
mania other things, itis more remarkable, he fhould be thus extreamely 
‘leit to confound himfelfe, while he fought to confound our poore inno- 
cent Churches. Let any carefully obferve inall chefethings mentioned, 
whether I have not dealt candidly with him, or no. ae 
Arc.2, He reports, 1. That one Church may give povver to another aver any 
of ber members for excommunication, 2 That the Minifter of one Church may 
convey power to the Mintfters: of another for the adminiftration of the Sacra- 
WBERTS, ; 
Neither of both: which doe wee hold or pra@ife. The onely Author 
cited (that we can come at is (ot. Cat. p. 7. whofe words are thefe. The 
Supper ts difpenced by the Minifter to the faithful of the fame Churchy or te fach 
46 are cimenaed to them by a like body:See if here be one tittle to beat hitn out. 
~ Yer from thefe affertions (which he faith) we hold, he flings rebiikes: 
upon us in hiscomments upon his owne Text.p.37 whereas indeede wee 
might reprove his, 1 mifreporting, 2 abufing his Author, 3 reproying 
us without caufe. ws 
Without letters of recommendation from one Church and Minifter to another, 
it 1s unlawfull (faith he Att. 3-).42 any cafe, to Aadminifter any ( barch ordis 
nance toany ( burch member but their owne upon any pretence Whatfoevers fe 
1, Here is neither truch nor proofe to be (eene. Ai id 
2. Letters of recommendation for publique participation; arenot fent | 
from one Miniter to another; but froma Church to a Church. 
3.. We hold it norunlawfull (but doeoften practife ) to receive other 
embets cocommunion with us without letters; efpecially if they. bee 
‘nowpe to any of our Church, clfefuch letters are defireable; but hee 
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_foould be in danger of fevere punifoment by our Adagiftrates 


faith, 7 doe it noc in any café, uponany pretence whatfocver, which is utterly 


H fale and without proofe. — 


~ He tells us, 74 wee are [o ftratt- laced, that if acompany of godly people 


| foul fit neere us(where onr power reacheth )aiffer ing from us only in fome points 
of Church-Governmenty they fhosld not onely not be-ownedas a fifter Cburchbut — 


If you weigh well this accufation of us in all the particulars, it is very 
harth and fore, and hercis no proote but 4.7, whothis fhould be.(I pro- 


' ele.) Ecannot tell, -unleffe fome mealignsnt or-back-friend among us 


there,or whether fuch a thing were ever written inthele words and fenfe, 


| know not; and if it be certainly: fo written, and froma godly mait, yet it 
“Gs but one fingle witneffe.and I am torbidden and fo are ail otliers)'1 Tim. 


5. 19. toreccivean accufarion againft one Elder, (mach more againft all 
the. Eldersand Churches in NeW-Eng/and withouttwoor three witnelfes : 


“ se \ 


therefore we date notbeleeve it. © 


>. Tothis very point in hand, the 4xf,t0 32.9; p.82; 83. {peakes fully _ 


and fairely, which 7”. R. well knowing; ( for it was writren ro" himfelfe a= 


mongft others, ) deales notcandidly to conceale that An{wer of a printed 
booke trom known Authors of credit im New- England, becaule it is faite 
and loving ( fot what other ‘ground.could hee have?) and bririg inthe 


\ 


can it 


i false of H.w. (aman we know not)which ts harfh and diftaftfall; how © 


e concealing of that, and relating of this fecmeingenuouss or 


..-€tlendly to.uss,.or the truth? se" Se nae 


he . SEY t % spr he 
y : - wee’ , » a” * ¥ “ % 4 1 \ , 2 


a eetbaem ni ange OT ST Te Ee CTL ST eee 


einfwer to C HAP. NI: 
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-¥#. TE makes report of agroundleffe courfe (as he calles it) in the Church, 


at Cambridge.in NewsEnglana, where (faith he ) the people #fe to meee 
together privately, each one to hald forth the Work of grace in his or her foule,froms 
the firf converfiowte that day, fo that their Paftonr might Ruow their growth in 
grace. eid, (faith:al{o) that (as [owe report) the end of thismecting was to cast 
out by excommunication,non-proficients, | OIE ER S 
.. Wathwhat face canany godly:man call {uch meetings of the Saints, for 
fachan holy end (as to try their growth in. grace) groundleffe meeting:and 
{0 caft dire upon ir? tor he makes proofe of no- other end befides thar. 
2, Did thele godly people ever caft any out of the Church there; ngeere- 


|, lyfornon-proficiency? > | on 


i} - t 


3 He hach fill forgotten that fuleins Ti ,3.19.chat requites 1170 or three 
witneffes to bee brought forth, &c. whoyet proceeds: upon (f know not 
what ). felations to:beleeve and repotts yea and printto the ‘view of the 
world; what ( inthis opinion )may deteact froma Reverend’ Elder, anda 
SOOLY t) 8 e aX a) 
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: Charch-courfesof Naw-Enoiuanp?  ° Chap: 12 | 
“No matvell,he calls his Book [a poore pamphlet.) truly itis fo indeed, | 8 
ifali things we have difcovered in itbe well weighed; and 1t will appeare | fo 
yet poorer (before we havedone) to any candid readet. Itis our humble | on 
{uit to heaven,tiiat God will difcovet to himfelfe the weakenes and ettor | oF 
of his dealings herein, for the humbling of his fpitic. ee ie 


‘ ~ 


Anfyer to Cuarv. ATT 
“ Short Anfwer might ferveto this long Chapter, for moft of it Cas: | oy 
~Pralfo of the two next ) is bur a repetition of things fpoken enceot | ts 
twice, (fome of them) thrice before, ‘and anfweted to already. He faid in. Ties 
the beginning of hus preface 4e manted nor Work2, butCit feemes now to- 192 
wards the end of his booke; he is more at leafure, ( and fo hee thinkes his. lia 
reader is alfo,) elfe why he fhould fo double & treble the very (ame things eS 
(roridemverbis) 1 know not, unlefle happily to makea deeper impreffion 22 
of his owne miltakes in his reader.” | Leu eee | 
“In Att. 1. hetells us,thar after Church 1 gathered, it is often forme yeares ies 
before he adareffeth her felfe ro thecalling of O flicers, : \¢ 
Whereas it is our ufuail and conftant courfe (as hatlibeene faid) not to \¢ 
gather arly Church, untiljthey have one amongft themfelves 5° fit for 2.) 05 
Minifter, whom with’allfpeede they callinto Offee, ‘and account them- | 3 
felvesa lame and imperteét body till that be effeQled.c 15 | 
In his Marg. onrhat Art. “he (aith ee 1s told to his comfort, that many 


that mere counted g ood Minift ers in Old: England sare therelayed apide; becaufe-| on 
they aime atmen of [pectail parts. Ohi SE! ee “ 
4 We defire proofe for this afperfion unjultly cafton us,orelfewe fall ae 
ftill father it upon himfelfe, as | | os | 


Alt 


2. That good Minifters are laid afide thete, 2, many good Minifters, |! 

3 onthis ground, becaufe they aime at men of {pecial abilities And where-| s 
ashe faith, be was told/o, thatis not fulficient: Let him produce his Au-| 
thors,or it muft lie on him. WOE & : a 
I wonderhe counts it ftrange (in Art. 3/) that Wwe fhould defire to Lave a 
manto be a Member before be be an O fficer. Bays ix 
“Je it not a thing moft naturall fot a body to imploy it’s own Members4 
+ Isnot the mutuallncercft in each other the f{tronger tye? 3. Doe nod fF 
all bodies and focieties in the world, the very (ame? Was ever any mani) 3H 
ofanother-corporation, elected Sheriffe, Major, or into any {peciall office) 


in London, uniefle he were firft (eafoned with this fame {alt Cas he faith 


he 
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hy may they not ordaine 

hich before they ele&ted them to? Burtreferre the Reader to fee more~ 

fthis, in Mr. C4Zachers jateanfwerto Mr. Herlespag.45, 
Tothe 5. Art. where he faith, We old the impafition of bands of the Pres- 

yterte, but ameere formality, i atc ets neaeee de otek, SE REE SMe, 

M\| Doth he judge all the Ghurches and Miniftets of Chrift, there, fo devoyd 

of Religion,reafon or the light of common fenfesas to account a venerable. 

# OrdinanceofGod(Cameereformaluy2] pe ete oT i, 

§ =» But that you may fee whether he deals well withus or no, vid. Anf.to 

| 34.q.p.67.where its exprefly faid, That though the effence of a Minifters 

Wh call conjiftsin Election, yet we looke at ordination by impofition of hands, neces 
lary by divine inftitution] can he with any fhew of ,reafon explicarea. 

thing [neceflary by divine inftitution] by [a meere.formality,] isthis — 

ight commenting upon the text 2 And notealfo chatrhis very place cited: 

s.one proofe he brings forthis Article, but whether for him or directly a- - 

B painit him, [pray judge. -ocie sau ove vedanta) iewe fee 

(| Forthe other printed proofe Cdifcoutfe of Covenant, p. 23.) Iconfe. 

i) tently affirme there is not any one word,,or theleaft fhew for fuch an ex-. 
preffion, ler the Reader prove whether I wrong himorno, but only hae 

Mi people have power.tocheofe their.own Officers. poy walbig cx canemee a ea 

i} Let himnot delude the world by thwacking quotations on his.Articles; 

when it’s anufuall thing that fomeof them {peake nothing for him; o- 
hers dire@ly againft him. abwithanst a 

W| In Margent of 5. Art. hefaith, That all that are elected bythe people to 
preach (which is one chiefe duty of the Pafour) and, doe receive by compact the 

I Rees by law to the Paftours fhouldbe their Paftour, wm 

‘1’ Though preaching by a Paftour called into: office, be one ofthe 

} principal workes of his office yet all preaching,is nota Paftorall worke, 

Wits Ac, 8. 4. The {cattered Church, without refpeé to an office, are faid to 

i) [preach] the word every. where. .Now ifa man-be called by acongrega- 

| Hon,to exercile his giftin this. worke of preaching only, and notto bea 

i Paftour to them : fhould he.not exceed the bounds of his call, ifhe fhould 

Hibe (as 7”. R. would have him) a Paftour to that people ?_ And by this rea-. 

Hi fon alfo he condemnes all LeQurers (and Ifuppofe himfelfe in fo doing). 

N) for they arecalledto preach, yet no man lookes on them ) or they, on. 

I) hélelves, as Paftours of that place,where they foexercife. As for the dues 

ilite receives for his preaching, whether more or Jefle, by a conte Or O- 
| 3 therwile_ 
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4. Itis contrary to himfelfe, chap. 6. Art. 8. where he ferts downe the 
feverall acts which he himfelfe faich weaferibe unto out Officers, 
Art, yo. He faith, That if 4 CMinifter who layes dovwne his minifiry upon just 


Chriftsa man of gifts 8 parts,one that hath honored Godin his houfe,and 
‘necand in-meane timeis imployed in difpenfing his,gifts, 


by us, itis goctdentall, 


: 


¥ bie n&e oe r | he ie a tis, eas ee 8% 
imp felfe,fort wefay not that ail out members are 


Sy 


deviled thing of his OWN, as a great part of his booke is.) | | 
yo From: this Att. thus miftaken,he dtawes many invective conclufions. 
il |  againftus,ina long-Marg.butto no purpofe at al,for the sround fincking,. 


So fill he kecpes his old cuftome; sframes.a-falfe Art. of his own, (as if 
it were outs 3.) 2. Then pretends a proofe,which isnone 5. 3. Then falls out: 
a withus for holding fuch abfurdities 34. Laftly drawes his infererices from. 
Au 1) his ownepremifes * thisis his dealing all along his booke. 

Hib And then, (to make all up) he fallsa taxing [ome bretbrenof that Way here, 
fortwothings, x for neglecting to build-up. their oWwne Churches. at-home; 
“whereas he fhould firft have proved; that chey have not acall tobe abfent. 

for.a time for their Churchesgood, and with their confent. 


i - asFor labouring to convert othershere,not fo much to grace (faith he )as-to opr 
oN Wh Church Covenant. But let our owne Sermonspreached (not an cornets,. 
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 .* Now upon thefe premifes unfoundly laid, hee builds many clamorous 
> gonftruétionsin his Marg. which of chemfelves mutft needs fall with the 


| “Baryet notwithftanding , goe on as painefully and conftantly intheir 
__ Bteaching to them, as before, - | 
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bat)inthetace of houf'ands teftifie for us before God andimen: what the 
{cope of our preaching hath beene andiise |: 305 SO eye 


pind he WO ee) Pacha a tage bn 
He tdlas Are. 14. Firlt, Thar the Minifters in New~ England are msaintai- 
ged by the Peoples volntary contribution, 2, Thar this ts caft.in according to their 
Weekely guines, 3 and diftributed to them according asthe Deacons shinke fies tv 
*Hete are three particulars affirmed ; -atid:hardly any oneofthemtrue: 4 
fot’ 1 this weekly contribution is aes Hedy ‘for the pooré accor 
ding to 1 (or. 16, 7. Yer foas(ifthere be much given in: ) Some Chur 
ches doe (though orhers donot) appoint the overplus {towards} che Mini- 
ftersmaintenance, 2 Thisisnot given in by the peoplee, according ro their 
weekely gaines, { for that is af addition of his owne ) but 46 God hath bleft 
them with an eftare in the generall, for {appofe a member that. is rich, 
though he hath not gained but loft the weekelatt paft; yer he contributes 
onthe Lords day following ; 3 noristhis difpenfedto the Minifters (in 
thofe Churches where any part of itis fo given) though by the hands of 
the Deacons yet not (for proportion ) asthey pleafe, for this wereto 
fet thé Deacons sabovethe Paftour and Teacher) but by the Church,who 
tifually twice in the yeare of oftner, doe meete to confult-and determine 
of the fumme to be allowed for that yeereto their ‘Minifters, andto raife 
it, either from the Churches trea(urie (fo much of it as there is to be had,) 
or by a contribution to be then made on purpofe. 
* And for one’ proofe of allthofe: hebrings 44/. ta3 2. q. 77. wherein is 
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nothing to proove any one of the patticulats mentiond; but fomethings |; 
rather againft him. For there it is {aid, % that our Miniffers maintenance | cn 


muft be honorable for his perfon, charge, and for ho/pitality 5 2, not as almes and 
courtefie, but as debt and duty, and to be prid according to rules of justice, Fe. 
3 but for away of [ettled.and fiinted maintenance there ts nothing done that may 
(marke this){ except from yeere to yeare, | doc but compate thefe words with 
his nattation. - | fs 3 | 
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ruiines of their foundation, without any trouble of mine. 


Thenhe falls upon fome of us in particular ( whofocver they are ) for ‘I 
Ae oa of fo much fet yipena yar their lettures, or elfe ce will not 
1, Emutt here profeffefolemly (as.in the fight of God ) for my part, I «4 92: 


know notany one ofus, that doth fo; but (furc I am)i knowfomeofthe | 
Contrary practife,who neither ftand componnding at all, muchiefle /frittly 
(as he faith) require fe much, and fo mach, leaftof all, refufe to preach, when | 
{uch fummes of the peoples owne voluntary profering lic unperforme’; ~~ 
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> harping onthis ftring, ) that if hei(om good grounds) kno 


the worldtotheir difcredit 7 Buvifheindeede: knowes none Cas bv crily 


enfationy yet he makes three feverall’accufations and that. of three Chur- 
ches;. withourany one witnefle; therefore till the true father appeates, we. 


2 


SS 


"FOr. Att Of private men prophecying ee. It is an (wered before; for this: is 
his fifth time of repeating it even to'loathing; ) tis high time tohave 
done with itnow. ee ee Sag HSCS ROOT SIN 
~  Batthe oftner he hath faid hisleffon, the worfe he hath learned it, for: 
there is {catce one right word in chis Art.cither confonant to the truth,or- 
fhis Authors quoted for it; as I fhall make it appeare by comparing his 
* article with the Authors words: . his 3 Author is Anf. to 32. q.p. 77:78» 
: Grit WER. faith; this proprecying is done by Emecre} private. men Fis 
Authour tells us, en baply indued wish a gift of Prophecy, 2 Hee faith, they 


| His other Author cited is Mr. Cor.Cat. 9.6. andas in the other quotati- 
i \ ons he added diverfe particulars of his own-which the Author never men- 
WW f ° . . ° oie 

I \/\ tioned:So in all things which 
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—  Charch-conrfesia New-Exoiane. Chap. 13, |e 
Wen: ee : : ; 7 al * 1%: a a os 

Got.) as prophecy muftya be allowed for Prophets, 2 not prophecy till. the Elders \ (ey 

: have done, 3 not unleffe the.time permit, 4. and then alfothey muft be fit called oa 

_ eshereunto by the Elders, But WR. hathnot one word of all thefe: that fo | les 


‘ Yi 


- “much ferye.to cleare our praGife. : | | = 
_ Granta Narratour, but this liberty, to adde, aker, and abftraé.ashee |\6 
“pleatc, and when he pleafe,. and then what kind of Narration. (doe you es 
‘thinke) will he make > had I tine to anotomize all his Attisles,asT have ||&% 
- donethis, and compare his:proofes, I fhould make him appeare‘moreé ful- | fs 
ly,bur [give onely atouchfor brevity. _ wil nila bars gad | 
. ° 2,He would heere,caft ablur by {aying, there «4 booke printed called'a | \O2 
* Sermon preached at Plymouth by acomber of wooll, But Tintreat the Reader |} 
to put himto his proofes, for.he produceth no other grounds, but L lam | {es 
certified, fo he might {candalize all the Churches inthe world... Ge 
\  .« 3,He comes in with [ (ome of them | tells us that Prophecying a feldome ufed, \ Ve 
| thar. fo he might cafba bloc onus, as. if we were at variance amongftour | 
| felves (which courfe he often takes,)and that [ (ome of as] ate or frequent, . 
others for feldome Prophecying, and yet (do but matkethe man,) it isnot: | és 
| eAuthors, and Authors he quotesto prove this (as one. would thinkehee | {eS 
 fhould,) but onlyone, and the fame Author which lie quoted before; and | 
(which is more) this Author not one haires breadth varying in his {peech. 
| ~ He faithinthis Marg. 1 that [ome of our people have their farmses fo farre 
| fromthe Affemoly that. they caunot poffibly.come every Sabbath day (hardly any) 
to the word - 2 that. the people of late growe more violent inclasming their preten- | ter 
ded liberty of prophecying , 3;dcferting and contemuing their owne Miniffers |e 
and Churches becaufe they.are not [uffered toinjay it, Tie 
 [fhould know New-Exgdand as wellas 7. P. ot 22. B. or any ofhisin- o}# 
formers, but | folemnely here profeffe, and with afafe con{cience avouch: 7S 
it, that | know no truth in any-ofall thefe particulars alerted, but rather gg 
| the contrary,unleffe haply.inthofe of the Hland or {uch asadhearetothé,. | 
who(he knowes well) re notofus,whofe waies and {pirits are as gricvous. | § 
to our.Churches, as to himfelfe; why fhould he impure their practifes to: 
us, more then the opinions of the Antinomians and Familifts here in Lon- 
don to the godly Minifters and people of the ciry ?. I will lay this (as all o- 
ther calumnious afperfions, ungroundedly caft upon our Churches) upon. 
| his back, as the raifer of them, untill he produceth to or three'witnelfes be 
| fore xs that will avouch them according to Pauls rule. Tim5.19) | 
| To Art. 2. After their Preaching (faith he) they take upon them to bleffe the. 


Af 
& « 


ie 2 A 2 se x eorcee 
BS D6 AA Aw ANAS 


ss 


—. Ananfwer to R. bis Narration of the silk 
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| To Att. 3. We have (faith he) a courle before onr difoniffion (i €. of the A. 
| fembly) 20 give leave toany — publikely to propound their doubrs, make their = 
| objettions, and to argue proand con, and in his Marg. makes a grievous and 
bitter outcry againft usfor fo doing, and adds alfosthat it #s an abrupt courfe 
“at firft dajh openty to implead the Minifter of error before all rhe people — and 
that itis (candalous and reproachfull, — it argaes not fo much civilsty, piety cha. 
rity,nor prudence, 6, = Oe a ee ey ee 
| = 0 Ifa better then himfelf durftnot reproach one worle then our felves, 
| though he had ground enough to have done it; (I hope) then w. R. dare 
| ‘not without any ground atallsbring thefe fore accufations againft fo ma-« 
| ny Churches. ee Gs oy et ae 
But what his proofes are, you fhall fee Mr. (%- Cat. p.6. (whofe words 
arethefe ) Je may bee laWfull for any (except worken) to aske queftions at the 
mouth of the Prophets. 1 Mt. Cot, fpeakes oncly of asking queftions [of the 
Prophets € i.e, fach members as prophecy ) he adds{ ofthe Atizifters alfo| 
_‘a.Mr. Cor, feemes to {peake of the ssatter then delivered only, for he men- 
‘uonsnoother. Headds (matters formerly delivered alfo, ] 3 Mr. Cot, ex= 
“cepts women; He faith [leave 2 given to any |without exception, 4 Mr. Cor. 
‘{peakes fobérly, [it may be lawfull: hee {peakes perempronly wee have a 
cour[e, Gt. ] 5 Mr. Cot.allowés only to [aske queftions, | but he adds (a bed- 
roule of his owne to make us odious) hey may (faith he ) obiett argue pro 
andcon about any matter, CXC. yea, they doe abreaptly, at the firft dafo openly sm- 
plead the Minifter of errer delivered before all the people, —So as it is a [can- 
‘dall to the people & areproach to the Minifters ex.all this is his own addition. 
Then for the other cited Author CAnfwet to 32 q. 78.) he deales more 
eroffely with him then the former, who 1s in a manner point- blanck a- 
| gainft him, yet hee boldly gives him up for an Author : his words 
| arethefe, we vever knew any Minifter that did call upon the people thus to doe, 
‘(i.e to propound queflions ) and fuch calling upon them is farve from us, 
firibinke the people: have a libersyto atke  quetion <s spon tery urgent and 
Weighty caufe, none indge the ordinary prattife of st necefJary, but (if not meekely 
andwifely carricA)inconvenicnt if not utterly unlawfull, and therefore fach af- 
king of qucftions is feldome ufedin any, in molt Churches never. True it isin the 
rinses of the opinions fome Were bold in this kinde, but rhefe men are long fince gone 
= the Synod and Sermons have reproved this diforder, fo that aman may now 
live fravs one énd of the yeere to another an thefe congregations, and not hearg any 
man opening his mouth in fuch kind of queflions. Thefe the Authors words, 
i; | Nowgocdreader, do us thefavonr to give righteous judgement, whe-= 
I) therthefe words cited by him make for him, or again{t him, where. iss 
L giving leaves 2a courfe of giving leave? 3 toany? 4 to obietl and urge 
hi pro and con and 6 {whichis horribly stofle) to ample ad the Minifter of er- 
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Church. courfes of NawEncrann. Chap r4 | 
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- andvery urgent grounds; 4 Not rathly and boldly, but wi/ely and mee! ely, 


mana the firf dafo; and that openly before all the people, cc, Whercashisown |2 
cited Authors tells him thecontrary : 1 Thatitis done not often, éut e2- — | ie 
deme, Not many queftions, but 4 que/tiox, 3 Notupon fleight, st wei? igs 


s And thisnot petemptorily,conciuded of by all, dus [; fame only shinke they. \¥ 
havea tiberty.\6 And not thatittsnow {omuchdone, but was for atime, || 
by the bold opinionift who are now chafed away long agoe, Scewhata vallt gulfe 
betwixt the Authorand WR, - 9. | acts ns Oa 
‘Now. for him.to reade over diftin@ly all thefe expreffions in this. - 
booke(for that anfwer was written, to himfelfe from godly men in New-- 
England) yet to produce it». as. a proofe for his Art.and the Matg.(which.. 
in-common fence is contrary toit,) I ftand amazed at it, and wonder, with.. 
what face he could print it, or having done it,how he can let his book be 
kept from, the firethus long? . sali : : 
Yet-futcher note,our,Natrataur undertakes to relate only fuch Church- . 

courfes.as ate [generally [bythe Churchein New- England praGifed (as., 
pag. r.title.) How then can he (with honefty) bringin this [asking of 
qyeftions J. ameng{tfach kind of generall Church courfes of ours,whereas. 
his Author plainely faiththis asking of queftions is not [| Gexerally |] pratti-~ 
fed,pnor by fall} the Ghurches, but (_leldome in any |. (burch, and in moft (lure 
ches Enever at all | and that one may live ( as he faith) frov one end of the yeere 

to another, in our congregations and not heare Fany man | open his mouth in fuck 
hind of qucftions ? What willnot 7-2. boldly attempt againft his brethren: 
of theindependent.way, and their Churches, that cites thefe very words. | 
Thave related, to, prove fuch:Churchcourfes. in.New- England, asaregent-. | ¢ 
vally practifed. among (t us 2: ren ae, 


~~ _ ee ? we a aaa 
A s a ENG ; 4 RES, CVE) ERA? CVE: ete Y 5 GEES £3) CREP CRED. ate) EWEN Ch oh Gs 
Abe haa as BSW ON TER TO ; RY OL YS 4. pau 4x OR [RAN ree c2 q 


4 . AnfwertoCuar XL on 

“O/Matg: ot the Title; Some (faith he) grew Jhie ofthe word Linde pendent]: rr 

Some utterly renounce tt, yet moft oWwnest, — | 2 } abe 

If the word bee rightly taken. ( as: in Anfwer to 32.q,46; it’s. expoun- Ai oS 

ded;) for one Church that. isnot under the power of another, orinfub- | 4 
jeCtion to a Presbyterie, but as having received powet from Chrilt to go-- | sx 

yee her felfe according to his lawes;: Themall accord co it. Bur if the: - | 2 

word [Independent }bee abufively caken, (.asit is often with the yulgar); | 3 

for fuch a Society as areneither fubje&t to Magiftracy, not regard the | 544 
counfel of other Chutches, but are a conceipted.and felfe-fufficiene people... | 3 

that and onely on:their-owne leggs; Then wee have caufe tobe thie: | 

| of a word, that may render us odious without caufe, : (ss 
| To Marg. of @Art:. Fhat wee have fore of imperative Churcheswhomay | 3% 
command, yer compell both members and Danifters toate. is 

an ae Se reer Rr er er ewewer eee rer oo 
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| °°. An anfwer to WeRe bis Narration of the ~~ 
. ? “ . Rar : ‘ 


| Anéther founder, without ground ot 


upon tecord, God, our con{ciences'an 


rotor hw ete 
) BY: Pee grey d out Brethreti beating us witnefle, : 
| how tender our Cluurches ate, bur erfwade men toa without light,” 


|) much more to command or compell; both which very words, (though 
| the thing requi 


| ced were lawful!) are odious in the Churches of Chrift; 2 

| molt filly becomming the Synagogues of Antichrift! Hathheea lycenfe > 
| cofpeakeanythings ~~ 8 sgiieypto kites, MacOS Rha 
| To Art. 2. We hold oxr Church power abfolute atid imperiall)s 2) 9799 
‘All weufe to {peake of out Chutch- power, is that it is minifteréall, which 

|| is farre from [abfolute and imperial!) (words fitter for Emperours of this’ 
|| world then the Churches of the Saints.) 1 chatge it on his'confcience'('as * 

|. inthe fight of God) either to make this appeare, or elfe' vindicate'us (as © 
becomes an honeft Chriftian to doe." * AQ Sg D> IA Gabe E ray 
And for his two printed Authors cited (for we canfior’come at his pris» 


ad 


vate letrers) if there be any one word, or fhew of gtound from them:to 
|, miaintaine his (peecl: Let me beare the fhame of it,for There avouch the» 
I contrary, undct my dnd, ee anne ee hateahecs 
| To Art. 3. and Marg. "That we deny all reprefentation of Churches» 
i -abfent, and all authoritative deputation of Meflengers to a& for'them. ® « ‘{ 
bt. The Reader may well{ee it is hisown faying ndt ours; for lie brings 
Hip, 10 proofe.but from Barrow atid Fomnfon, whocannot well given their te+° 
2 |) {timony for our Church wales in New: Exgland, becaufe'they never came * 
DIME! there, yea were in their graves (both ot one) longbetore ever weelhad'a® 
bécine in. New- England. } 7 sceteih Cha el 34 ms AWAD 2M ISt SUR Sad 10 
vo. Theré is no truth in ity for we holda Church may delegate fone 
men, and fend them forth in their names and ftead, with authority to ace 
forthem inthis or chat particular bufineffe of truft as Aa.15.2. Andyet 
~ he hath boldly now twife or thrife affitmed the fame thing of us, and 
brings no proofe at all for it and itis an(weted before cap. 2. Art. 3. 
Mate: Ye fome rells vs; (faith heSthat Mr Rand Dr, W ¢ Were fenthies 
_, ther by the (hurches to negotiate for thems Glass Ae Ti Sealers viet A 
eva Some tell ns? Sit, youate aman of judgement and gravity », able to 
Mm inftru@ others; You know: you:may not blemifh your brethren. and, 
| flandet Churches uponfuch pooeand.weake orounds,as Lit ss.reporteds 
. Lam infirmed, fome tellus.) Andyct how. 6ft.in your booke, ‘have. youu-, 
fed ‘this courfe of dealing towards your. bretbren and their Churches 2, 


{ 


(Some tellus Yitideede, is warrant enough for people that have no other: 
-bufineffes'to make three farthing bookes. of and. thereby. fill the world. 

~ githtales:but of,farre be at from any: Reverend brother.co blot his paper, 
f founwarrantably, ©.) 9 sos iho Hey ohewsh vet setts bigek ae 
© 9° Though your ground of this reportbe weake; yet(it feemes) your 
cxedence is ttrong, tor you make,nierences fromthefe premifesagaintt, 
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PE CLP EVP EVI ROYRE OY? £ Y : new 
~ GRUYED CONTE: ON EVV'-LNGLANDs  O7ape 1 ve 
as! Andas yourground is bad, ‘fo yout end intelating of it is asbad,ieee 


-o caftablot upon out Churches, as if their pra@tiles did crofle their prin: ° 
cpplestioans 2a Pat 8" chap see Ns BM LEYLA Gone es 
ee ys Rei 
deede they: does forneither did their owne Churches, nor ail the Chur- 
ches fend Mr. 2: and Me.Wsbutthe whole ftate of NewsEngland (or Gee 
nerall Couft) with. one confent upon forme {peciall imployments which 
cannot yet be all finifhed, | PE 
“Now have told youthe.ttuch, let mie sive you'a few Animadvetfions. © 
- + Below to beleeye ought againtt your bretheen hereafter.:2° Slower to. 
feport) it "tO" othets. 3: But never, print it, Without mafifeftgroundsand 
agoodcall. 4 Ifyou have done otherwifesbe fwifttotecall it. 
“To Marg: of Att: 4- wherein he difputes againt{t us about our on-com- 
vaunion, or withdrawing our [elves from other Churches in. cafe of obftinacy 5 by 
rwoatgunentss sg OCT Oe | 
. piiBecaufe non-¢ ommunion 1340 fabftance.the 
commnnications , and by it ( he faith) a manis caft ont of theChurch, and gi= 
venup to Satan as well. as by excommunication... > | Pak eu 
“Th itbe fo,#- R..t Why have you faid (o oft (in oppofition to our way ) 
hat our Churches have mo powen.2vey one another; whenas out Churches 
havelafowerto withdraw by non-communion; and hat withdrawing 
(fay you)isas: much as. your Synodicall'excommiitticacion? 2 Why do’ 
‘ youfo fleightout Churches counfells & admonitions to other churches, 
asnot being: Laxeheritative. | Whereas, if they be not obeyed (it feemes:) 
5 foren,cenfure as all your Sy fodicall Authority? For you 


they can paflea Yyno ; 
eatidoe nomore (bysit), then excommunicate and fo farre (you fay ) we 


_ can proceede. | 
wg. Why ‘then doe you callus, abufively; ['/ dependants for( by yout 
faying)it ftands us in hand ( to depend | as much upon other Churches » 

_ forcounfelland admonition » asyou.on a Presbyterie or Synod; or they 

will give usp to Satan, ag well asaSynodeiie’ 2. if ey bit 
4. Why thendocnot you accotd with usin this point of Nomcommu~ 
ion » Ceeing init yout felyesand we cancomfortably,.clofe:) rather then 
rive withyour brethren for Synodicall excommuhication, towhich 
their judgements cannot yeeld, {ceing rhat is the fame in effet with 
this? This being attended to will end a great part of the difference? 
But whiles We oppofe 5 ‘yiodic all xcommunicatson, Wwe eftablifa tt ( (aith he ) 
by-ftanding for non-communion it being the fame in effect with the ober. ibid. 

Though 7,8. thinkes they.are bot! 

this only negative: Thata fentence pafled, This not fo: 

off from Churchdom(at leaft for prefent)& a giving up to Satan, &Z<. 

only aceflatid of conferring Church puiviledaes Sccsby the one t 
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ili you fay now 7”. R. if yout informations prove fal(e.as in? | 


very fame with: Synadicall exe OF oe: 


,one, I cannot. For thatis pofitive >: 
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ches vadheirawand callin that only (which once they gave (whichisthe 
| Ughtband of fellowship) by cheotherthe Synod ot Clas take away that 
which they never gave, or had power to beftow (which is thé excommus -_ 
{| . mcates memberfhipin their own Chutch ) So that when we ftand forthe — 
one (as having noruleto carty usfurther,) wedoe nore ftablith the other: 
This ishis firltargumenc againftus abournon’¢ommunion, 
~The feconds that it iszzore cruell, and 
Communication, — cacy aL pcos niitiia: Meet ane 
Me thinks this {cemesftrange, fecing it is alighterjand lefler punifumene 
then the other -by Non: communion, A man is only ler gointothe warld: .° 
where Satans walkes are; ‘by Synods excom. hee is given up. andcaftto. 
Satan to terrifeandvexehim.: ea hat 


. But hisarguments for the ctuclty and-danger of Non-communion are 


thefe foure R.cafons. SO UREN NR won 
may come to be caft aut, Anf. 


mare dangerous then Syrodall eax. 
| 
» 


1. Becau/e by this, whole Churches (faith he) 
||» Sothey may aswell bya Synod excommunication, for ifa Synod hath. 
|| Power tocaft outone member of other Churches, then) by the fame rea- 
|| fon) 2.6.10. and fo a whole Church as well, and Churches too, for where 
| willyouftop? 2.By this, (faich he) the Church deferted is left tot felfeintheir 
| error. ‘dof. Looke what meanes publique or private a Synod may ufe for 
any. man or Churches regaining,tfie very fame meanes (tothe higheftex= 
}  tent)may.che other Churches ufe likewife. 3 This canjeth endles. rents, An. _ 
) Shew inany point wherein,or why more then the other. 4. 7his (faith he) 
hinders not the sufe ction of others, but that by cutt ang off the rotten membersthe — 
Wf are Rept found. eAtufn. De hot this crofle whathe faid before thar by 
i 702 ommentenion, meanis caft ous and delivered upto Satan? yet here hee des 
ye oniesit. : Kae ete 
D {epalar Governement is one canfe of Schifmses in New. England, and quotes. 
Mtr. Parkers letter, Anfw. Bleffed be God, that under that Governement 
of ours (w** you call orrather mifcall Popular) the very neck of Schifs; 
<1} - and vile opinions, (brought.to us from henée ) was-broken$ When. 
mo} () Reteamongtt you where there is not fuch aGovernement, they walke- 
_ bolt upright amongft youand ctowealoud. You hall doe better to la a 
afide this objeétiontill a Presbyterian. Governement have healed thefe. 
fore breaches:inthefe Churches here... HONE sesh hig 


-- Ttappea tes by his: Margentr, he meanes 4 NV ationall Ce ovenant; But you: 
| muft take his owne words, as for proofe be brings none; (and I beleeve hee. 
| Cannot} ; 
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_ which (ashe faith) lies by him : As longas I lived there I never heatd or 
new the Chutches held f0.But he mutt have leave to fay anything, =~  * ox 
- Marg. faith, that many of us hold the CMagiftrate hath nothing to doc in = YP 
moatrersof Religion, = Pa EU ie TU he : Ve 

Lethim know, and all others, that all the Churches with us doe ab+ 4y/ [98 
+horre that vile opinion;Some.! beleeve, of Road- Ifland & {omeothersba- (2 
nifhed from us, doe hald{o,6z¢ rhofe are gone out from us,and are Hor of us(as 
itisfaid)1 Pobn 2.19.[t he had confidered this diftintion of the bleffed A- 
poftle, hee durft not have faid many of 4s hold fo. This muft goe amongf{t - 
other afperftons to be revoked of, and recalled. = 

Att. 2. Thatwe hold, that Chriftians may and ought to fet upnew Churches, A 
and pratlife in themall Gods ordinances; and that 1 without the confent o Fe, 
Chriffian State : 2 yea, againft their commands :3 their peremptorie cammards : 
4 and againft thecftablifned lawes of that State: 5 yea andin the midft. of and 

againft the mindes of [uch Charches as we freely acknowledge the true Churches: 


* 


of God, : 
Whe referyed a ftrange Article for the laft;. If Lhadnot read it, I could 
fcarfe have beleeved 1t poffible hee fhould have written it : no penne can 


. ‘ i i 
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Churches too; then here lie affirmes to be inus:: if you-review the fix par- 
cells mentioned. you willfee it. : 
 Toall which] fay, 1 thereis neithertruth in it,nor any proofe of all,for. 
any of thefe fix,except the firft.But God and menjourcon{ciences, & wri 
tings; our profeffions,and conftant pra@ifes will rebuke, Sz teftifie againtt 
this mifreport. For now you would(in reafon\expeét fome proofes, would. 
you mot 2-forthisaccufation; You fhall heare his cited. Author himfelfe 
{peake.. n/m. to 32..q p. 35336. (which faith thus.) Ob/erving the things 
commanded of God, in a peaceable way, ycelding duereverence to all in eAutho- 
rity, 1 & praying fort hem.This obferving Gods Ordinances cannot. bee unlawfall 
for lacke of the command of man, The {cope of all his.Author {peakesisthis,. | && 
That (briftians. may: obferve Guds Ordinances thon ich they have vo command: ie 
from the Magiftrate fo to doxnow where is doing of this againft his consmands> | ee 
Fis peremptory command; yea againft his /a\ves > and eftablifbed. lawes ? 
and not the lawes ofan Heathensbut a (briftian State> and not again a Lee 
State only, but d4gain ft the mindes of all the Churches of God amongfttis?: * | by 
. Thefe are all his owne additions, that {o-he might loade his brethren with: 


bhatt 

contempt. How durft he bringin all thefe words as his Authors,and yer aed 
he knowes they allarehisowne!” | : ie: 
“2. As itis again@ truth, and without ground, {0 it iscontrarytohim= - | & 
_ felfe and his owne words, Chap. 5.Art.2. and Art. 4, where he exprefleth: ne 
that notice mut bee, and js given tothe Magifirates andChurches before their ee 
| | K. 2. 7 joyning | Se 
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arg faith,thar we deny them ( t.e.himfelfeand fome _ 

no others) any 11 ber t 7 te doe t j ts “ 4 *« 5 ae ‘ i uN S ‘ 3 Mos Sais . a hae ie s Bao 
- Anf He mutt prove either chat we hold him and the reft no Chtiftians, 
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